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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Much of the scholarly work in the field of 
Juvenile delinquency has been in the area of delinquency 
causation. Statistical studies have been oompiled showing 
the 1noidence of broken homes, inadequate housing, slum 
ne1ghborhoods, and other factors, psycholog1cal and socio-
logical, in the lives of the delinquents. The answer to 
the question "What makes this boy or girl a Juven1le de-
l1nquent?" 1n the vast majority of cases cannot be reduced 
to one simple ooncise cause. It is necessary to investi-
gate the sum total of hereditary and environmental faotors 
in the life of each of the Juvenile offenders, attempting 
to isolate and record similar patterns of behavior. It 
is only in this way that any real progress toward a pro-
gram of delinquency prevention can be achieved. 
One of the moet important of these environmen-
tal faotors 19 the school. Next to the home, the school 
is probably the most important instrument in shaping adol-
escent thoughts and attitudes. The school is really the 
first outside infiuence in the lives of moat children. 
By associating with other ohildren, they are bound to 
1 
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meet situations that they do not encounter at home. Now 
they reaot in such situations oan oftentimes be a good in-
dioation of tuture conduct. 
Thus the school in many ways can be oonsidered 
a testing ground, designed to test and at the same time to 
train the youth tor future life in society. It might be 
expeoted, then, that if a boy or girl had trouble adJust-
ing to sohool, he or she might be expeoted to experienoe 
difflculty ln the muoh more oomplex adjustment to lite in 
the world. The oorollary to the above is that lt would be 
worthwhile to lnvestigate and study the speoifio areas in 
which the individual ohild manitests these adjustment dlf-
fioU! tles. 
The purpose of this thesis, then, ls to make a 
preliminary lnvest1gat1on of these varlous manifestatlons 
of youth. De11nquents are those. who have not adjusted, 
whether 1t be to home llte, or to some undeterm1ned as-
peot of envlronment. Th1s thesls restrlots ltself to the 
speo1fl0 area of the sohool. Slnoe dellnquent behav10r 1n 
most oases means a maladjustment of some sort, 1t seemed 
to be worthwh1le to find out 1t any ev1denoe of the mal-
adJustment manitested itself 1n school behav10r. 
Such a study could be of great value 1f there ls 
ev1denoe of a relat1onsh1p between de11nquent behavior and 
sohoold1ff1oulties. W1thout attempt1ng to 1nJeot a oause-
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effect relat1onsh1p, 1t 1s poss1ble that ch1ldren w1th 
adjustment problems 1n sohool are more prone to engage 1n 
del1nquent acts. 
It should be stated that th1s 1s only an assump-
t1on. There are 1nstanoes ot youths who were hav1ng no 
problems 1n school engag1ng 1n del1nquent behav10r out-
alde ot school hours. But 1f It can be establlshed that 
most or many of the del1nquents d1d aotually have trouble 
1n school, then th1s may be & potent1al 1nd1cat1on ot 
tuture del1nquent behav1or. 
Any program of del1nquency prevent1on, which 
should be one of the ul t1mate goals of any study of delin-
quenoy, must take 1nto aooount the obvious except10n to 
the general rule. But 1 t is sate to assume that many de-
linquents d1d and do have problems in school. 
fb1s work attempts to investigate the school re-
cords of one hundred youths, already adjudged del1nquent 
by the Family Court of Cook County, Illinois. It cannot 
olaim to be a thorough study ot every aspect ot school 
conduot and behavior of each individual youth. Since 1t 
was 1ntended to be a prel1minary 1nvest1gat1on, the 1nfor-
mation analyzed 1n th1s work was found only 1n the court 
record ot the ch1ld. It was the 1ntent1on of the wr1ter 
to make a more thorough study, includ1ng personal 1nter-
views w1th the del1nquent youths and the1r teachers, 1f 
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enough 1nformat1on warranted just1f1oat10n of the assump-
t10n. For th1s work, however, only the information oon-
tained 1n the oourt folder was used. This study is 
intended to be an analysis of the sohool records of the 
youth at the time of his arrest. It was hoped that from 
this desoription and analys1s, oertain patterns of be-
hav10r might beoome apparent, patterns which would be 
similar in the oonduct of many of the delinquents. By 
isolat1ng and understanding these similarities in behavior 
patterns, subsequent investigat1on, both psyohologioal and 
so01010g1cal, oould be 1ntell1gently d1rected. 
The informat1on perta1ning to the school records 
of the youth was subm1tted to the Oourt by the school by 
way of a m1meographed form. Usually the Pr1nc1pal of the 
school at wh1ch the youth was attend1ng, or had last at.-
tended, f1lled out the requ1red 1nforma t1on. A oopy; of 
th1s form will be found in Appendix A. 
One hundred case histor1es were stud1ed by the 
wr1ter. Eaoh of the youths had been adjudged delinquent 
by the Oourt, and held for dispos1t10n. Some of these 
youths would be released. Others would be plaoed on pro-
bat1on, or would be comm1tted to the oustody of the Ill1no1s 
Youth Oommission. The Court referred to 1s the Family 
Oourt of Cook Oounty, Illino1s. Under the prov1sions of 
the Family Oourt Aot., or Juven11e Oourt Act, as it 1s more 
5 
oommonly known, the Court has Jurisdiction to hear and 
determine matters of delinquenoy, as well as matters of 
dependanoy and negleot. Under the proVisions of the Sohool 
Code, the Court is further given the authority to hear 
matters of habitual truancy. 1 
These one hundred oases were oho sen from a period 
of Deoember 1, 1957, to March 31, 1958. At that time these 
were the most reoent oases. The method of choosing the 
sample was regUlar-interval, every flfteenth folder belng 
studled. This wide separation prevents any repetition of 
oases or similarity of baokgrounds by reason of gang af-
fl1iation. It was also hoped that this separation would 
result in a wlder number of schools being oonsidered. 
Though it is not the purpose of this work, one ot the 
questions that must be oonsidered is the role the sohool 
plays in delinquenoy oausation, and not Just what role it 
has in delinquenoy prevention. It this is to be done ade-
quately, a great number and var1ety of sohools must be 
studied. Some mention ot this will be made later when the 
wrlter suggests other 11nes of investigation based upon 
this work. 
The age-group studied in this work was at the 
level of fourteen through seventeen years. Thls was done 
1 Family Court ot Cook Oounty, Illinois, Annual 
Report, 1956, p. 7. 
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because youths at th1s age would be most 11kely to be 1n 
secondary school. It w1l1 become apparent from the 1nfor-
mat10n g1ven that not all of the youths were actually 1n 
the h1gh school braoket. Some were st1ll in grade school 
wh1le a few had dropped out of school. Both these faots 
have s1gn1f1oanoe and w1l1 be discussed 1n full 1n the 
fourth ohapter. 
The only l1m1t1ng factor affeot1ng the ohoice of 
oases 1n th1s work 1s the age factor. Because ot the s1ze 
ot the sample no attempt was made to seleot cases on the 
bas1s ot sex, raoe, re11gion, type ot school attended, or 
type ot orime oommitted. 
To oonclude this introductory chapter a br1et 
outline ot the chapters to tollow 1s g1ven. Chapter Two 
deals w1th a part1al survey ot tne l1terature. Spec1ti-
cally, the 11 terature that had t9' do w1 th other stUdies 
ot youths and their scholastic records. Preferenoe was 
g1ven to those works w1th stat1stical 1ntormation con-
cern1ng the various aspeots ot behav10r. Th1s was done 
so that a comparison between the f1nd1ngs ot the writer's 
work and the tindings ot other investigators oould be 
made. 
Chapter Three deals w1th the actual sohool re-
cords ot the youths. The pert1nent information is given 
in tabular torm, as muoh as poss1ble, to tac11itate an-
7 
alys1s and compar1son. 
In the fourth chapter, the above ment10ned an-
alys1s and compar1son 1s made. Th1s 1s the heart of the 
work, the major purpose of the study. 
The fifth ohapter disousses the publio and pri-
vate school system ot Chicago. 
The sixth chapter relates suggestions for further 
researoh. It is only when children are adequately dealt 
wi th during the early stages of maladjustment that the 
problems caus1ng delinquenoy oan be more easily solved 
later in their development. By recognizing a behavior 
pattern and identifying the child with his indiv1dual com-
plex problems we can understand and attempt to deal with 
d1fficult cases. 
CHAPTER II 
SURVEY OF THE LITERA 'lURE 
The purpose of this ohapter is to summarize 
br1eny some 01' the important etudies show1ng the sohool 
records of adjudged delinquents. In presenting the ma-
terial only those works that furnished statistical infor-
mation are oonsidered. The informat10n taken from these 
works w1th such stat1st1oal f1ndings will be presented in 
tabular form as muoh as possible. This will faoilitate 
the oomparisons between the f1ndings 01' other writers 
and the f1nd1ngs of the author. 
Most of the intormation in this ohapter is sum-
marized from two major studies. The first study was made 
by William C. Kvaraoeus, a pro~essor at Boston Univers1ty. 
He has vri tten extensively on t.he relat10nship between 
delinquenoy and the school. In his book, Juvenile Delin-
quenoy ~ ~ §.ohool. Professor Kvaraceus presents statis-
1 tioal data to Justify his oonolusions. 
The other major study summarized 1n th1s chapter 
was oompiled by Sheldon and Eleanor Glueok. They published 
1 William Kvaraoeus, Juven1le Delinquenol ~ le! School, (New York, 1945). 
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their findings in a book entitled Unravel196 Juvenile ~ 
linqUenol. This work, lUte that of (varacws, is well do-
cumented with statistioal tables. 2 
These two studies, along with some other studies 
of specific behavioral problems in sohools, will consti-
tute the main basis of comparison. In order to give some 
element of un1ty and intelligibility to the presentation 
of the information, this ohapter will be divided into five 
major sections. Each section will deal with a specific 
problem encountered by~ the var10us investigators 1n the 
analys1s of the school records of delinquent youths. The 
f1rst seotion w111 deal w1th the problem of truancy. Sec-
t10n two w111 treat the quest10n of retardat10n in sohool. 
Scholast1c achievement will be d1scussed in section three. 
General deportment and sohool behav10r w111 furn1sh the 
material related 1n the fourth p~rt. Section tive will be 
a general presentation of other material wh1ch will prove 
ot some value in the d1scussion of the later chapters. 
Each of these sections will be treated in the 
same manner. First, a work1ng definition w1l1 be given. 
more to turni eh a start1ng po lnt for further analys1s 
rather than a deflni te oonclusion. For example, not all 
the wr1ters agree precisely on the defin1tion of truanoy. 
2 Sheldon and Eleanor Glueck, Unravelipg Juvenill 
Delinquencl. (New York, 1950). 
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To avoid any lengthy discussion of the top1c, it will be 
assumed that the def'initionB of' truancy, retard.ation, 
scholastic aohievement, and deportment are operational de-
finitions only. 
Atter establlsnlng a definition 01" the term in 
question, ~he actual study itself' will be presented. 
Wherever possible, 1t w111 be 1n tabular form. In some 
oases it may be necessary to eXplain the terms used in the 
table itself. In other cases additional inf'ormat10n may 
be requ1red to understand the imp11cat10ns of the var10us 
wr1ters. Tnis mater1al, as f'ar as poss1ble, w111 1mmed1-
ately follow the table 1tself. 
Finally, the conclus10ns 01" the writers will be 
given in summary taShion. SUch conclus10ns w111 make the 
tables more intelligible and meaningful. However, the 
purpose 01" this work is not prima,rily to discuss th& con-
clusions of the various inVestigators, but rather to com-
pare their findings with those ot this writer. 
The first topic to be disoussed is truancy. 
Truancy may be oonsidered as any unauthorized absence trom 
school. Some ot the problems which arise trom this de-
tinition requ1re the above mentioned definition be con-
sidered as incomplete. For example, a youth is truant it 
he reports tor class in the morning but does not report 
tor class in the atternoon. Also, it is truanoy it a youth 
11 
oomes tor roll oall in olass but then leaves the room. 
But frequently, these truant actions are not listed. as 
truancies. However, the real diffioul ty comes in the 
psychological interpretation of truanoy. It should be 
obvious that boys will become truant in the spring to see 
baseball games, or in the fall to see the World Series. 
No one would maintain that these youthe are potentially 
delinquent. The great value of' tl"Uancy as an indicator of' 
potentially de11nquent behav10r can only be realized when 
the real reason beh1nd the truancy is known. An adole-
soent who stays away from sohool does not necessarily do 
1t beoause he hates sohool. Th1s may be the way he man1-
fests his independence, or gets even with his parents, or 
shows the "gang" how tough he is. However. it does happen 
tha.t youths will beoome truant beoause they do hate the 
sohool. Perhaps they resent the" discip11ne, the monotony, 
the apparent uselesBnesa of education. 
It should be obvious, regardless of the reason, 
that truanoy is an 1ndioation ot some type of maladJust-
ment. Thus, 1t does turnish an obJeotlYe standard for pre-
dlctlng potentlally dellnquent behaVior. Th1s last state-
ment ls based on the evidenoe presented in the many stUdies 
of the sohool records of dellnquent youths, sinoe many of 
them did aotually have reoords of' truancy_ 
Professor Kvaraceus made a rather detailed 
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analysis of 761 adjudged delinquents, espeoially 1n the 
area of school related matters. This study was made at 
the Passaio Bureau in New Jersey, an inst1tution which 
deals for the most part with adolesoents hav1ng serious 
emot1onal problems. He found that thirty-four per oent of 
the group had a record of truanoy. Unfortunately he does 
not enlarge on this 1nformat1on to include the number of 
times eaoh youth was truant. However, he oites two other 
studies. Among two thousand adolesoent inmates of New 
Jersey institut1ons. some sixty-flve per oent had truanoy 
reoords. He then points out that trom a total of 21,183 
oases concerning adolesoents oonfront1ng the New Jersey 
Courts, over a three year period. forty-five per oent 
showed a reoord of truanoy. :3 
The study of truanoy made by the Glueoks is of 
more value for two reasons. Flr~t, they set up a oontrol 
group of five hundred non-delinquents, this makes the 1n-
formation presented on the delinquent group much more 
meaningf'ul. Seoondly, the Glueoks show in their f1nd1ngs 
not only the extent but also the frequenoy of truanoy 1n 
1ndividual oases. This 1nformation 1s presented ln 
Table I. Among the tive hundred del1nquents whose re-
cords were 1nvest1gated, ninety-five per oent were truants 
3 Kvaraoeus, PP. 145-146. 
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at sometime or other. In the oontrol group of non-delin-
quents, only eleven per oent showed some evidenoe of 
truancy. None of these were listed as consistent truants. 
The Glueoks elaborate somewhat on this information, about 
truancy, pointing out that the younger the child, the more 
likely he is to be truant. This is borne out in the delin-
quenoy group where the peroentage ot truancy deoreases 
wi th the increase in age. In their study they state that 
the average age ot the truant is ten, approximately at the 
fifth grade level. 4 
!ABLE I 
TRUANCY RECORD OF 500 DELINQUENTS 
Status 
'fruanted 
oooasionally 
persistently 
Never truanted 
Total 
Total 
474 
159 
315 
26 
500 
Per Cent 
5.2 
100.0 
Augusta Bronner and William Healy in their book, 
.!!!'! Lisqt .2!! D!linquencl .!!!A lli. Treatment, discuss the 
oauses and efteots of truanoy and its relation to Juvenile 
delinquenoy. They base many ot their oonolusions in this 
work on studies they made over a period ot many years. In 
4 Glueoks, pp. 148-149. 
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this book itself, a sample of eighty adjudged del10quents 
was analyzed. !neir tind1ngs show that sixty per oent 01' 
them had reoords 01' truancy. 5 
In conolud1ng the discusslon 01' truanoy ooour-
enoe, three more studies w111 be presented. All three 01' 
these works are ment10ned by Protessor Kvaraoeus in h1s 
book. W111iam Fenton, 10 his work De11nguent BOls ~ 
Correctlona1 Schools, has remarked that fitty-two per oent 
. 
01' the sample had a truanoy reoord. He pertormed hls re-
searoh at the Wh1tt1er State school, analyzing some tour 
hundred oases. 6 Edward Bartlett and Dale Harr1s ln an 
article titled "Persona11ty Factors 1n De11nquenoy," from 
SChool ~ SOclety based the1r oonolus10ns on an analysis 
01' 119 youths. They found ev1dence 01' truanoy 1n torty-
slx per cent 01' the cases. 7 F1na11y, John Nelson, re-
ports ln his work, lreva11tgg Faotors ~ Juven11.! Delin-
quenoy, on the basis ot 135 de11nquent reoords stud1ed that 
only twenty-tlve per cent showed any ev1dence 01' truancy. a 
5 Augusta Bronner and William Healy, New L1~t on 
De1inquenol ~ .!1! Treatment, (New HaYen, 1930T;-p. .-
6 William Fenton, Delinquent Boys and Correct10na1 
Sohoo1s, as quoted by Xvarac8Us, p. 138. ---
7 Edward Bartlett and Dale Harris, "Persona11ty 
Faotors 1n De1inquenoy", as quoted by Xvaraoeus. p. 138. 
a John Nelson, Prevai11!ys Fa~tors in Juven11e De-
1inquenc,l, as quoted by Kvaraoeus, p.38. - .. - -
In Table II is shown in composite form a sum-
mary of the foregoing statistics. 
TABLE II 
INOIDENOE OF TRUANOY AMONG DELINQUENTS 
Researoh Number of 
ProJeots Delinquents Per Oent 
Examined Studied Truant 
Kvaraoeus 761 34 
Glueoks 500 95 
Healy -
80 Bronner 60 
Fenton 400 52 
Bartlett 119 46 
Nelson 135 25 
15 
Th~ seoond part of this ohapter deals with the 
subJeot of retardation. As in the oase ot the def'inition 
• 
of truanoy. there is also some oontroversey about the use 
of this term. For the purpose ot this disoussion, re-
tardation is taken to mean that a youth is not in the grade 
he or she should be aooording to ohronologioal age. It 
will be assumed that a ohild should start in the first 
grade at the age of s1x. Th1s 1s an assumpt10n whioh is 
not valid tor all schools, sinoe 1n both the publio school 
and the paroohial sohools of Chioago a number of students 
start at five and some start at seven. 
It 1s neoessary to mention some of the poss1ble 
16 
reasons for retardation in sohool. However, like the sub-
Jeot of truanoy, the probable oause of aotual retardation 
is as muoh psyohologioal as sooiologioal. The most ob-
vious reason for retardation in sohool is mental incapa-
oity due to some hereditary defeot or bodily injury. An-
other reason for retardation is illness, neoessitating the 
ohild be kept baok to repeat the year's matter. Another 
reason given by sooiologists for retardation is the faot 
that the ohild's fam1ly has moved, oausing transfer from 
one sohool to another. Th1s mob1lity oan be divided into 
two oategories. The first type 1s illustrated by the m1-
grant family from the South, sett11ng in the Chioago area. 
Invar1ably, many of the ohildren are plaoed in a grade be-
low that whioh they had attained while 1n sohool 1n the 
former area. It is not to be assumed that suoh plao1ng by 
the Ch1oago sohool author1t1es i, wrong. On the oontrary, 
1t 1s done for the good of the oh11d as muoh as for the 
good of the sohool. The seoond type of mob111ty 1s ex-
emp11fied by the ch11d who attends five or s1x sohools, 
somet1mes 1n the same oity, beoause 1t is necessary or ex-
ped1ent for the father to ohange Jobs frequently. These 
youths 1nvar1ably lose a year or two 1n sohool. 
The exaot problem posed by retardation 1n the 
sohools is that the older youths who are kept baok tend to 
beoome the natural leaders of the olass. In many oases, the 
17 
effeot of keeping these older boys and girls trom advanoing 
in the regular pattern may destroy or at least diminish 
what interest they have in sohool work. They may become 
the disoipline problems of the olass. the disoontents. 
They may refuse to cooperate in scholastic work beoause of 
a sense of futility. It is a definite possibility that 
truancy is a direct result of retardation. 
Again, as with truanoy, retardation oan furnish 
the observer of delinquent behavior with at least a poten-
tial indicator of future delinquenoy. It is neoessary to 
repeat that it is not the opinion ot any of the writers 
that retardation by itself is a suffioient indioation of 
emotional maladjustment whioh may lead to future antisocial 
behavior. But along with truanoy. deportment, and soholas-
tio achievement, retardation oan be one of the indicators 
of maladjustment. 
Professor Kvaraoeus lists forty-three per oent 
ot the 616 youths studied in his work as retarded from one 
to four years. He shows the oomplete study in Table III. 9 
9 Kvaraoeus, p. 138. 
Number ot 
Grades 
Retarded 
0 grade 
1 grade 
2 grades 
3 grades 
4 grades 
Total 
TABLE III 
RE'tARDA TION 
Number 
348 
58 
76 
47 
87 
616 
18 
Per Cent 
56.5 
9.4 
12.4 
7.6 
14. 1 
100.0 
The Glueoks report that sixty-eIght per oent of the f1ve 
hundred youths stud1ed were retarded to some extent. In 
their presentat10n at the table, they do not talloW 
Kvaraoeus' method ot l1st1ng retardation by grade but 
rather by the number ot years the youth is retarded. The1r 
study 1s presented 1n Table IV below. 10 
'!'ABLE IV 
YFARS RETARDED 
Number ot 
Years Number 
None 157 
One 138 
Two 92 
Three or more 113 
Total 500 
10 Glueoks, p. 137. 
Per Cent 
31.4 
27.6 
18.4 
22.6 
100.0 
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Kvarnceus furnishes tnree additional studies made on the 
subjeot of retardation. Professor Nelson indioates in his 
work that fifty-seven per oent, seventy-six out of 135 
boys, were retarded. Dootor Meroer, in his School Malad. 
Justment !! Faotors !a Juvenile Delinquencl, finds a simi-
lar ratio, forty-eight out of eighty-five youths, or fifty-
six per oent. Professor Fenton reports that forty-eight 
per oent of the 400 adolesoents studied had some reoord of 
11 
retardation. The last study to be oited is trom O. N. 
Lout1tt's book, Olin1cal PSlchology. He comments on a 
study made by the New Jersey Commission, indioating that 
titty-five per oent of the youths handled by the c.:OUl·ts of 
New Jersey in a one year per10d are retarded to some degree 
in sohool. 1 2 
The purpose ot reportins the findings of these 
various studies in this ohapter ,,"s to set the groundwork 
tor verify1ng the assumption made 1n undertaking this 
thesis, namely, that the school record can be and is a 
good ind1cator ot potent1al del1nquent behavior. Before 
pass1ng to the third potential indicator, it woUld be well 
to 1nclude 1nformat1on that perta1ns directly to the sub-
Jeot ot sohool retardation. The information treats of 
11 Kvaraoeus. p. 138. 
12 C. N. Loutltt, Cl1nical Pszohol061, (New York, 
1936), p. 408. 
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school transfer. In almost all the studies oonsUlted, this 
phenomenon of ohanging schools appeared very frequently. 
Again 1 t is not the purpose of the writer of this work to 
analyze the various reasons for the frequent transfers, but 
only to point out the reourrence of this faot ln many of 
the case h1stor1es stud1ed by others and by the wr1ter per-
sonally. However, 1t 1s hard 1n many ot the oases to d1s-
cover whether 1t 1s the retardat10n that br1ngs about the 
necesslty of so many transfers, or the many transfers that 
br1ngs about the retardatlon. 
Professor Kvaraceus states that seventy-one per 
cent of the 616 youths ln h1. sample had transferred at 
least once. Of the seventy-one per cent, twenty-two per 
cent had a record of four school transfers or more. 13 The 
Gluecks show that n1nety-slx per oent of the 500 youths 
stud1ed transferred from one soh90l to another at l~st 
onoe. They explaln that the rate of ohange of schools for 
del1nquents ls hlgher because ot placement 1n toster homes 
and because the famlly moved around more. However, lt 1s 
lnterestlng to note that ln the oontrol non-dellnquent 
group a med1an of 4.56 schools were attended wh1le only a 
sllghtly hlgher med1an of 5.91 was reglstered by the de11n-
quent group. Th1s woUld seem to lndloate that frequent 
13 Kvaraoeus, p. 146. 
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school transfer is not so much an indicator of potential 
misbehavior. but ls more ind10ative ot average behavior. 
Slnce there is or seems to be an apparent discrepancy. the 
informatlon is given only as a help 1n explaining retar-
datlon, and not for any direct value in itself. The in-
formation presented by the Glueok. 1s given in Table V in 
detail. 14 
TABLE V 
NUMBER OF SCHOO ",5 A'1'TENDED BY DELINQUENTS 
Number of 
Sohools Number Per Cent 
One 19 3.8 
Two 37 7.4 
Three 64 12.8 
Four 83 16.6 
Flve 78 15.6 
S1x 73 14.6 
Seven 44 8.8 
Eight 34 6.8 
Nine 68 ~ 13.6 
-
Total 500 100.0 
There remains one turther topio related to the 
discussion of retardat1on. The term "drop_out" is used to 
14 Glueoks, p. 137. 
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refer to those youths who do not graduate from grade sohool 
or from high sohool, but who leave formal schooling after 
reaching their sixteenth b1rthda.y. There is a possible 
oause-effect relationsh1p between retardation and subsequent 
drop-out, and as m1ght be eXpeoted, this faotor and its 
signifioanoes 1n pred1ot1ng tuture delinquent behav10r is 
apparent from several ot the studies oonsulted. Kvaraceus 
states that out of a total of 401 delinquent youths stud1ed, 
only ninety-two grs.duated from high school, whioh is about 
twenty per cent. Of the e1ghty per oent that never fin1sh-
ed, exactly half never attended h1gh school. He po1nts 
out, and it can be seen in Table VI, that there is a 
notioeable decrease 1n drop-outs between f1rst and seoond 
year students. He does not elaborate on the reason tor 
this. 15 On the same subject, drop-outs, Professor 
KVaraceus gives information tro~, another of the valUable 
studiee made by the Gluecks in the1r book, 1,000 Juvenile 
Re11nauents. They show 1n this work that only forty-two 
per cent of 790 youths fin1shed high school. 16 
bridge, 
15 Kvaraoeus, p. 141. 
16 Gluecks. 1 000 Juven1le Delln!fuents. 
1939), as quote! ~y Kvarac8Us. p.34. (Oam-
Grade 
Leaving 
School 
Fift..". 
Sixth 
Seventh 
Eighth 
Ninth 
Tenth 
TABLE VI 
DROP.OUTS FROM SCHOOL 
Number Per Cent 
9 2.7 
21 5.2 
77 19.2 
54 ll.l r::; , ,.--
79 19.8 
60 16.0 
Eleventh 9 2.2 
Twelfth 
.2.i 20,4 
Total· 401 100.0 
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The third faotor whioh might prove of value as 
indioative of potential delinquent behavior is the a.ptual 
soholastic record of.' the child in terms of aOhievement. 
As might be expeoted, the achievement reoord of delin-
quents is somewhat below average. However, there oan 
possibly be a logioal explanation for this. The Courts, 
in general, are reluotant to rule a child delinquent if 
there is ~..ny indication that the child may be rehabilitated. 
A good scholastic reoord is often the reason given tor sus-
pending the sentenoe. 1b.us, boys and girl s with poor 
sohool records are more likely to be oommitted to the 
24 
Illinois Youth Oommission. 
How much delinquency is the actual result or poor 
scholastio aohievement? Again, this is a question whioh 
needs investigation. It cannot be assumed that defioiency 
in school work is a dlreot oause or delinquent behavior. 
But indireotly, poor soholastio work oan lead to inatten-
tiveness, disinterest, discipline problems, and other be-
havioral problems connected with delinquency. 
One problem that otten arises in discussIng this 
partioular problem ot soholastI0 achievement 1s what pre-
oisely is "average" and "below average" In terms ot achieve-
ment. Difterent sohool s have various grading systems, 
makIng it extremely dittlcul t to assign a single objective 
standard. This presents a problem. Youths actually ad-
Judged delinquent by the Oourt, have been found to be 1n 
the lower th1rd ot their individ,ual class. hence, bEfJ.ow 
average. But would they be 1n the lower halt or th1rd ot 
their class it they attended another sohool, admIttedly 
interIor as tar a8 soholastio requirements are concerned? 
Perhaps the problem is psychological in that the youth teels 
interior in hIs present enVironment, regardless ot where 
he would rank in an obJ eotive survey. It thIs is the case, 
then the problem is one ot motivation, since the youth 
might turn to delinquent aotions to attract attention, thus 
compensating tor his scholastio inadequacy. 
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For the purpose ot this study, it will be assumed 
that any pattern ot similarity that does emerge from the 
information given must be interpreted in the broadest pos-
sible oontext. The hypothetioal basis ot this analyses is 
that poor scholastio achievement in sohool is one ot the 
faotors that can be used to deteot potential delinquent be-
hav1or. 
Professor Kvaraoeus again supplies pertinent and 
useful informa t10n on this subj eot. He found that the 
majority of the delinquent youths were not doing well In 
sohool at the t1me of their oommitment. He divIdes his 
ratings on the basis ot exoellent, very good, good, passing, 
and tailing. This particular study is based on a survey 
ot 4,814 youths. 17 
TABLE VII 
SCHOOL RECORDS OF Da.,INQUENTS 
Rating 
Excellent 
very good 
good 
Passing 
Fai11ng 
Total 
Numb<'-r 
76 
3,459 
'.279 
4,814 
Per Cent 
1.6 
16.5 
100.0 
The Glueoks, too, studied the aotual soholast10 
aohievement records ot the youths in their sample. They 
17 Kvaraoeus, p. 141. 
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round that about two-fifths of the youths were below aver-
age. Their ratings were divided 1nto three oategories, 
exoellent, average, and poor. The rating "exoellent" is 
considered as mostly "An. The category "average" is both 
"B" and "0". The last rating, "poor" is oomposed of "D" 
and "E". 
TABLE VIII 
RECORD OF D.iLINQ,UENTS IN LAST FULL SOHOOL Ym\R 
Rating Number Per Oent 
Exoellent--
mostly !. 5 1.0 
Average--
moetly !a. and Q 288 57.6 
Poor--
mostl1 J2 and ! 207 4114 
fotal ~OO 100.0 
In oontrast to the aboTe group in the poor and average 
oategories, only eight per cent ot the youths in the con-
trol group could be listed as poor. 18 
On the baeis of other studies and research, the 
Gluecks oonolude that delinquents are muoh more retarded 
educationally deepite the s1m1lar1ty with the control group 
1n age and intelligenoe. They maintain that there 1s a 
18 
Glueoks, p. 140. 
~~------------------------~ 
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more prevalent dlstaste among the dellnquent group not only 
for subjects requlrlng strlct 10g10al reasonlng and per-
s1stency of effort, but also for those subJeots dependent 
upon good memory. The del1nquent group eXpressed vlolent 
dis11ke for senool and resentment at Its restr10t10ns. 
The1r school atta1nment was tar below that of the non-delln-
quents. !Be difterenoes between the two groups in readlng 
and ar1thmetic were not as great as supposed. Many of the 
delinquents wanted to qu1t sohool. They seemed muoh more 
ohlldiSh In their future amb1t10ns, Ino11n1ng to adventurous 
goals and to work roc~u.i.r1ng little tra.1nlng. They were as 
a group more untr1endly and pugnaoious. Most ot the del1n-
quents m1sbehaved ser10usly in school, wlth truanoy belng 
the flrst manlfestation of m1soonduot. These 1ndloatlons 
of maladaptatlon and ant1soc1al behavlor oocurred muoh 
earl1er 1n the de11nquent group, .,1nd10at1ng the relatlve 
19 deep-rootedness of the emot1onal d1ffioul t1es of the youths. 
Tne next f1ve Tables wlll supply 1nformat1on that 
w1ll be useful tor further d1scuss10n of the value ot 
soholast10 ach1evement as a del1nquenoy ind10ator. Protes-
sor Kvarao8Us, 1n Table IX, d1sousses 1n deta1l h1s spe01-
t10 study ot 616 youths as tar as the aotual number of 
ta1l1ng grades rece1ved. He notes that over half of the 
19 Glueoks, p. 150. 
youths reoe1ved one or more fa111ng grades, 
TABLE IX 
FA ILING MARKS RECEIVED 
Number ot 
Marks Number Per Cent 
None 299 48.5 
One 52 8.4 
Two 54 8.8 
Three 41 6.7 
Four 40 6.5 
F1ve 27 4.4 
S1x ~ 
" 
16,7 
Total 616 100-,-0 
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It ls of interest to note the differenoe ln dlstribution 
range ot the number ot tal1ing grades. As Kvaraceus 
polnts out, there ls a surpr1s1ng Jump between those' with 
tive failures and those with six ta11ures. 20 
Table X, as presented by the Glueoks, d1scusses 
the same problem ot ta111ng grades, but tram a different 
v1eWpoint. They show in th1s table the number of grad~s 
repeated by the youths in the1r study. Although they do 
not state expl1c1tly that the reason for repeat1ng the 
grade was scholastio def1oiency, it can be assumed that 
20 Kvaraoeus, P. 143. 
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thls would be true for the vast maJorl ty of the youths. 21 
Number of 
Grades 
None 
One grade 
'!'wo grades 
TABLE X 
GRADES REPE.4.1'ED 
Number 
78 
189 
128 
'l'hree grades 
104 or more 
-
Total 4.29 
Per Oent 
15.6 
37.9 
25.7 
20,8 
100-,0 
Closely allled to thls study of fal1lng grades and grades 
repeated beoause or soholastlc fal1ure ls a oompanion 
study made by the Gluecks oonoern1ng the lndl v1dual sub-
jects studled by the dellnquents. Working on the prlnol-
ple that tor the most part adoleseents dlsllke what they 
cannot master, they present a study of the subjects most 
frequently d1sl1ked by the delinquents. Over halt of' the 
youths dld not l1lte srl thmet1c, 22 presumably because of' 
the dlfficulty in learnlng the subjeot. 
21 Gluecka, p. 137. 
22 Gluecks, pp. 138-39. 
TABLE XI 
SUBJECTS MOST FREQUENTLY DISLIKED 
SubJeot 
Arlthmetl0 • • • • 
Per Cent 
• • • • 53.5 
Engllsh ••• • • • • • • • 41.5 
Soolal Studles 
• • • • • • 20.5 
Languages • • • 
• • • ••• 19.4 
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The last two studles presented wl11 conolude thls 
part of the discussion. Tney deal with the topic of soho-
lastio aohievement in terms of the Intelllgenoe Quotient 
ratlng. Muoh has been written about the value of the In-
telligenoe Quotlent tests ln themselves. Beoause there is 
some oontroversy over the proper interpretation ot the re-
sul ts ot the tests, the writer of this work inoludes them 
only beoause they may shed some llght on the subJeot of 
, 
soholastio defioienoy among delinquents. 
Certainly lt would be of great value for any de-
linquenoy prevention program to know the exaot relation-
ship between Intelligence Quotient rating and behavior. 
But it oannot be stated definitely that youths wlth lower 
Intel11genoe Quotient soares are more likely to get lnto 
trouble than those who have hlgher soores. There is no 
oorrelatlon between low Intelligenoe Quotient ratlngs and 
dellnquenoy proneness. It wlll be notioed that Just on 
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the basis of the two studies given that the majority of 
the youths fall into the "average" or slIghtly "below aver-
age" range. Conoerning the type of test given, the 
Wellsohler-Bellevue, Otis, and Stanford-Binet tests pre-
dominate. This presents a problem in interpreting the 
scores since there is no set standard that holds true for 
all tests. However, sinoe there probably is no appreoiable 
differenoe as far as this work is conoerned, it w11l be 
assumed that the two studies can be oompared with the study 
of the writer. 
Kvaraceus presents a detailed analysis of the 
Intelligence Quotient ratings of his sample. He divides 
his oategories into five separate levels. "Above average" 
inoludes all those with a soore of 110 or higher. "Aver-
age" inoludes any soore from ninety to 109. The next 
level is "low-average-boarderline", whioh ranges tro'm 
seventy to eighty-nine. The "moron" category extends from 
f1fty-f1ve to s1xty-n1ne, while the last group, the "feeble-
m1nded", take in all those who have a soore of fifty-four 
or lower. 23 
23 Kvaraoeus, P. 122. 
~----------------------------~ 
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TABLE XII 
INTELLIG ENCE QU~TIENT SCORES OF DELINQ,UIiliTS 
Level and Sool'e Numbel' BOIs Gil'ls Per Cent 
Above average ( 110+ over) 26 20 6 5.6 
Average ( 109-90 ) 101 155 52 44.7 
Boarder11ne ( 89-70 ) 182 139 43 39.3 
Moron ( 69-55 ) 35 23 12 7.6 
Feebl e-M1nded ( 54+ under 
....!l 6 J.. 2,8 
-
Total 461 343 120 10Q,O 
The Gluecks 1n present1ng the1r analys1s of the 
soores 1nd1oate only the numer10al soore,g1v1ng no clas-
s1f1cat1on. However, on the bas1s of the class1f1cat1on 
used by Kval'aoeus, approximately f1fty-e1ght per oent of 
the youths 1n the Glueck.' study would I'a.te 1n the aver-
age 01' above ave:rage oategOI'I.Al;~1ost th1l'ty-n1ne p~r 
cent would be boarderline. 24 
24 Gluecks, P. 356. 
~------------------~ 
TABLE XIII 
INTELLIGENOE QUOTIENT SOORES OF DELINQUENTS 
Score 
120-above 
119-110 
109-100 
99-90 
89-80 
79-70 
69-60 
59-below 
Total 
Number 
6 
41 
93 
146 
121 
72 
20 
1 
500 
Per Oent 
1.2 
8.2 
18.6 
29.2 
24.2 
14,4 
4,0 
0,2 
100.0 
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Up to this point truancy, retardation, and 
scholastic achievement have been discussed as possible in-
dicators of potential delinquent behavior. The last topic 
" 
to be treated, sCholastic deportment, is probably the 
most closely related to potential delinquent behavior, The 
question of sohool behavior brlngs in the subject of mo-
t1vatlon, properly the field of the psychologist. How-
ever, it is obvlous that the youth who defies author1 ty 
1n the form of a teaoher can Just as readily defy authority 
outside the sohool. In dlsousslng the dlscipline problem-
ohlld, a clear dist1notlon must be made. Unfortunately, 
many teaohers regard as seriously maladjusted every chlld 
~--------------------------------~ 
)4 
who presents himself as a disoipline problem. It is a 
well known fact that the qUiet ohild in the school class-
room can also beoome the real de1111quent. Hostility can 
just as eas1ly be shown in a sullen sllence and lack of 
participation as in a loudly proclaimed defiance of class-
room regulations. As was mentioned above, it is the task 
of the psyohologist to interpret the behavior of the child. 
The specific investigation of this area is made 
to determine a possible oorrelation between adjudged de-
linquent behavior and previous misconduct 1n the school. 
The wr1ter is well aware of the dange~ 0f 1nterpret1ng this 
previous school conduot in the light of the delinquent's 
present record. What might have been called misChievous 
behavior had not the youth been termed delinquent by the 
Court beoomes chronic serious misconduot upon re-evaluation 
by the teacher. This tendency toward subjectivity makes 
it rather dlfficult to evaluate the conduot reports of the 
various teaohers of nroblem youths. For some teachers the 
child presents lIttle or no dIfficulty. For other teachers, 
the same ohild is a serious dIsoipline CBse. 
It is not the purpose of this work to investi-
gate this subjectivity, but only to report the information 
given. However, thIs crIterion of school conduct as in-
dicatIve of future potentIally antisoc1al behavior, al-
~ 
, --------------------------, 
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though the most closely related to the problem of delin-
quenuy, is the factor most subject to error and misinter-
pretation. Only one study dealing with the speoifio 
problem of sohool conduct will be given. This study was 
made by the Gluecks, including both the de11nquent group 
and the control group. They divide the information into 
two rather broad categories, namely, conduct which could 
be considered persistently serious. Unfortunately these 
categories leave much to be des1red in the way of clarity. 
The Gluecks enwnttrate the aots of misbehavior as truanoy, 
stealing, persistent attempts to attract attention, per-
sistent inattention, misohievousness, disobedience, de-
fianoe, stubborness, lying, carelessness. underhandedness, 
smoking, and sexual misoonduct. Continuing 1n more de-
tail, they report that almost half of the delinquent group 
manifest a lack of interest in U~eir school work, are un-
rel1able, inatt&ltive, careless, lazy, while about twenty-
five per oent are untruthful and disobedient. Forty-three 
misbehav10r manifestatlons bes1des those mentioned above 
are listed, only flve of Whioh, however, aOtuallY are 
' .... '>\ 
violations of the law. 25 
25 Gl~eoks, PP. 146-50. 
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TABLE XIV 
RECORD OF SCHOOL CONDUCT 
De11nquent Group Control Group 
status Number Per Cent Number Per Cent 
Seriously or 
pers1stently 
m1sbehaved 478 95.6 85 17.0 
Did no t seri-
ously or persis-
tently misbehave 22 4.4 il2 8,.0 
-
Total 500 100.0 500 100.0 
'l'he pUrpose at th1s ohapter was to present studies 
1n tour general areas related to sohool matters and the 
delinquent oh1ld. 'l'he four areas ohosen, truanoy, retarda-
t1on, soholastio ach1evement, and oonduct oould become, 
perhaps, possible indioators of potent1al ant1sooial be-
hav1or. !be next ohapter will deal with the intormat10n 
.' 
pertaining to these four top1cs found in the case h1stories 
ot the one hundred youths stud1ed by the wr1 tar. 
~ 
, ~------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSIS OF SCHOOL RECORDS 
In this chapter 1s presented an analys1s of the 
sohool records of one hundred Juven1les appear1ng before 
the Fam1ly Court of Cook County. It was expected that 
the examination of the school env1ronment of these youths 
would g1ve ev1dence of common behav10r patterns, the 
analys1s of which m1ght suggest pract1cal programs of de-
l1nquency prevent10n through the school organ1zations, 
There are two general fields of discuss10n con-
cerning the role of the school and its relation to juvenile 
delinquency. The first involves the extent to which the 
school oontributes to delinquency causat10n, either as a 
breeding place for gang activity and the learn1ng of 
criminal techniques, or by fostering frustrations and 
fears which may be the motivating factors in subsequent 
delinquent acts. The use of the word "causat10n" 1n this 
context should be taken to mean actual environmental fao-
tors in the school life that either directly or indirectly 
lead or seem to lead to antisocial aotivities, The second 
general topic of discuss10n concerning the school and de-
linquency involves the extent to wh1ch the school can 
37 
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render servlces ln preventlng Juvenl1e dellnquency. As 
stated ln an earller ohapter, thls work ls concerned only 
wlth the second toplc. In order to work out a program of 
dellnquency preventlon whlch wl11 best utl1lze the oppor-
tunltles offered by the school, lt ls necessary to know 
ln what areas dellnquents manlfest thelr antlsoclal tenden-
cles. It ls the dlfflcult problem of not only worklng out 
a worthwhl1e program but also of flndlng out the youths 
who need the care and attentlon such a program wl11 offer. 
Thls program, then. has to be twofold. It must cure whl1e 
at the same tlme prevent dellnquency. 
It is wlth the emphasis on preventlon and the 
role of the school that the followlng studies are presented. 
One hundred school records, part of the total and complete 
record kept by the Court, of youths between the ages of 
fourteen and seventeen were anal~zed. These youths were 
referred to the Faml1y Court between the months of Decem-
ber, 1957, and March, 1958. The choioe of these dates was 
arbitrary. These cases were the most recent at the tlme of 
the study. It was the original lntentlon of the wrlter to 
analyze records from January, 1958, to March. 1958. How-
ever, lt became necessary to lnclude December. 1957, in 
order to obtaln the requlred one hundred oases accordlng 
to the or1ginal method of samp11ng. It was determlned that 
a proper sequence of cuses could be malntained, based on 
~ -~----------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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the total number of oases for the January to Maroh, 1958 
period, if every fifteenth reoord was analyzed. Unfortunate-
ly, beoause oertain of the reoords were unavailable, a total 
of only eighty-nine reoords were aooessible. This neoessi-
tated obtaining the required eleven oases from the previous 
month, Deoember, sinoe the April, 1958 reoords were not 
yet prooessed. The eleven oases were chosen on the basis 
of the same sequence. 
The present study is conoerned only with the 
Oourt reports ot the sohool record of the individual youth. 
However, it was thought advisable to inolude information 
that might prove of some value in understanding the sohool 
behavior. For this reason information about the home life 
of the youths will be inoluded along with the type of orime 
oommitted and any previous police reoord. This information 
is meant only to a1d 1n the evaluation of the data concerned 
w1th sohool environment. To give one example of how this 
information has signifioanoe, it m1ght be noted that truanoy 
on the part of a youth must be considered to be of more 
serious nature if the youth attends a sohool in a non-delin-
quent area, i.e., where delinquency rates are low. By use 
of the same prinoiple, a youth from a good home who is 
truant in school, poses a more serious, if not more compli-
cated, problem than the tr".lant youth w1thout a good home 
life. 
~-~----------------------------
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The aotual sohool reoords themselves. as men-
tioned above, were taken from the Court Library of the 
Family Court of Oook County. This Court has Jurisdiotion 
over all ohildren ln the Cook County area until they reaoh 
their eighteenth blrthday. Along with the delinquent 
ohildren, the Court also handles oases of negleoted and 
dependent ohildren, ohlldren who are ohronl0 truants, and 
flnally, ohildren who are mentally defioient. In 1951 the 
Court was also glven Jurisdiotlon by statute to determine 
the status of children born out of wedlock and to enter 
judgments ln such oases. 
In each of the one hundred oases ohosen, a dls-
position, that ls, a Judgment by the Oourt, had been made. 
The reason for the oholce on the basls of disposal rather 
than referral is the faot that a sohool reoord on the youth 
ls not requested by the Court unl.ess the oase is to be 
presented before the Judge. 
A uase oan be dlsposed of in three ways, namely, 
dlsmissal of the charge, contlnuatlon of the oase. or oom-
m1tment to the Il11nois Youth Commission. The use of the 
word "d1sm1ssal" here does not mean aoqu1ttal in the legal 
sense of the word. Sinoe the youth has already been ad-
Judged delinquent. hls record 1s kept on file at the Court 
regardless of the outoome of the speoifio oase. The usual 
grounds for dismlssal of a oase is the faot that it is the 
~------------------------------~ I""'" 
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youth's first ottense of a serious nature or the oomplain-
ing party does not appear in Court at the apPointed time. 
A oontinued case means that a judgment ot dis-
missal or oommi tInent. or probation will be given at a later 
date. There are two types of oontinued oases. Frequently 
the Judge will oontinue a case until he has more informa-
tion upon whioh to base his deoision. However, the more 
oommon type of oontinuanoe implies that the Judge does not 
find enough evidenoe to warrant a oommitment while at the 
same time he does not wish to absolve the yout.h of the 
orime. The usual prooedure, then, 1s to continue the case 
unt11 a future date when a final Judgment w11l be given. 
In the meantime, the youth is placed on probation. His 
behavior during this period may be the main faotor upon 
which the tinal deoision w11l be based. 
Commitment means some torm ot detention. A youth, 
upon oommitment by the Court, to the Illinois Youth Com-
mission, may be sent to the sohool at Saint Charles, Illinois 
if he is a boy, or to its counterpart in Geneva, Illinois, 
for g1rls. This sentenoe is oommon for those youths who 
are guilty of a partioularly vicious crime, tor youths who 
are de11nquent repeatedly, and tor those who are oonsidered 
in need ot stern discipline. A youth can also be sent to 
the Parental Home in Chicago. This is usually the case if 
the ohild is a chronic truant. It 1s also possible, it the 
L 
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Court deoides, to oommit the youth to a private institution. 
Suoh an institution is exemplltied by the Good Shepherd 
Convent where the Nuns attempt to rehabi1ltate wayward girls. 
The I11inols Youth Commisslon is a flve man board 
whioh makes the neoessary arrangements tor oommitting the 
youth to the various p1aoes of detentlon. The same Board 
also aots as a parole board for those who are already oom-
mitted. 
What seem to be some of the more important as-
peots of sohoo1 behavior whioh may be related to delinquency 
behavlor--truanoy, retardatlon, soholastio aohlevement, and 
scholastlc deportment--are oonsldered here. These tactors 
at the moment seem to provlde the best predlctive basis 
tor delinquency prevention programs. 
In Table XV ls presented information dealing wlth 
the subject ot truanoy. It was $ssumed tor the purpbse ot 
this work that truancy could be deflned as absence trom 
sohool without authorized permlssion. In t11ling out the 
Court report, the Prinoipal of the school, or the person 
designated by him, is expeoted to 11st the number of days 
the youth was absent from the school without permisslon. 
Thls presupposes that adequate attendanoe reoords were kept. 
In mak1ng the report, the maJor1ty ot pr1no1pals listed the 
attendanoe in the fo1low1ng olass1f1oat1ons: no truanoy, 
truant once or tw1ce, or frequently truant. Regard1ng the 
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reports submitted on truancy, 1t anou1d be noted that a 
great major1ty ot pr1no1pa1s made reference to 1t. E1ghty-
four of the Court forms contained definite information oon-
cern1ng the attendanoe reoord of the youth at school. A 
youth who 1s truant 1n Ch1cago does not oomm1t a delinquent 
act. If he 1s apprehended as a ohron10 truant, a del1n-
quency petit10n 1s not filed aga1nst him. However, chronic 
truancy is handled by the Fam1ly Court. A youth who 1s a 
chroniC truant may by order of the Court be sent to the 
Ch1cago Parental Home. 
In referenoe to the sixteen forms that laoked 
1nformation about sohool attendance, it oannot be assumed 
that previous reoords of truanoy ex1st or do not exist in 
these oases. In two ot these sixteen oases, the otfense 
for wh1ch the youth was apprehended and adjudged del1n-
quent aotua1ly took plaoe at a t.1me 'When the youth should 
have been in school. For that day, at least, the youth 
should have been marked truant. However, s1noe no reoord 
ot the absenoe was 11sted 1n ~!e ro~, these two oases, 
along w1th the rema1n1ng fourteen will not be cons1dered 
1n the d1soussion. The use of the word "frequent" 1n the 
Table 1s adm1ttedly vague. It oan reter to as tew as 
three and as many as fIfty-four absenoes. These absences 
occur and are reoorded dur1ng a single semester. No men-
tion is made of the prev10us attendanoe reoord ot youths, 
"..-
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mak1ng 1t imposs1ble to determine whether the truant be-
havlor is somethlng new or is merely a oontinuanoe of pre-
vious behavlor. Fourteen of the eighty-four reports listed 
truanoy at two different sohoo1s. Two reports listed 
truanoy at three different sohools. 
TABLE XY 
TRUANOY RATE OF 100 DELINQUENTS APPIiARING IN FAMILY OOURT 
OF COOK OOONT~L DEODIBER. 1951--MARCH. t 958 
Ra. teo t frua.no"y_ Number Per Cent 
No unauthor1zed absenoes 36 42.9 
One or two unauthorized 
absences 1 8.3 
Frequent unauthorized 
absenoed 41 48.8 
-
Total 84 100_eO 
The next faotor wh10h may be ot some value as a 
pred1ctive norm ls retardat1on. 'j For the purpose of this 
work retardation 18 defined as 1t relates to age and grade 
of del1nquents. It has no relation to mental inoapaoity. 
It is true that 1noapaol ty may be a reason for the retar-
dation. However, an investigation of the possible causes 
ot retardation is outside the soope of the present work. 
The "retarded" youth here simply means that the youth is 
not in the grade in sohoo1 that he should be in, aocording 
to h1s chronological age. 
In discussing this subJeot, a ditficulty presents 
~-------------------------------­~ 
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1tself. In the Chioago schools, both pub110 and pr1vate, 
many ohildren start school at the age of five. Many also 
start at the age of s1x or seven. This makes lt ra.ther 
dlff1cult to 1nterpret the 1nforma.t10n on this subject. 
Therefore, 1t was dec1ded to establ1sh arbltrarlly the as-
sumption that ohildren Should be in the first grade at the 
age of s1x. If a oh1ld begins school 1n h1s sixth year, 
he or she should be in the ninth grade, a freshman 1n hlgh 
school, at the age of fourteen. 
In the actual reports submitted to the Court, 
very tew ot the pr1no1pals went 1nto deta1l concern1ng the 
reason for retardation, if any. However, slnoe eleven ot 
the reports did make mentlon of some reason, it was thought 
advlsable to mentlon them. Failure ln scholastio work was 
given in flve of the oaBes as the chlef reason. Siokness 
was c1 ted as the cause in three o.t the cases. Frequent 
school transfer was the oause in the remaining three oases. 
One ot the prinCipals explalned that the frequent school 
transfers by the youth necessitated repetition ot the class 
work the following semester. 
Table XVI shows the amount ot retardation in 
terms of years of the children in this sample. In eight 
of the cases it was impossible to determine whether there 
wnc rete.rdntion or not slnoe there was not sufficlent In-
formation on the Oourt report. Four ot the youths were 
~------------------------------------~ 
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11sted as ungraded. Slnce this prooess ln the PUblio 
Schools ls employed tor students with low 1ntelllgenoe 
leYels. 1t oan be as~ed that retardat10n ot some grade 
level 1s present. The term "drop-out" as lt ls used here 
and ln the rest ot the work reters to the youth who, upon 
reaching hls sixteenth birthday, drops out of school. By 
law, suoh a youth must attend oontinuation school one day 
a week. On the basis of the informs. tion supplled by the 
sohool, only tour youths were defln1tely class1fled as 
drop-outs, that ls, are attendlng oontlnuation sohool. 
In anT dlscusslon of the relat1onSh1p between re-
tardatlon and potentlal de11nquent conduot, 1t ls not lo-
gical to assume that, beoause a ch1ld 1s retarded one year 
or even two years, he or she w1ll beoome a. dellnquent, even 
a d1scipllne pl'Oblem. The basic cause of the retardat10n 
oan be either an lntellectual def+olency or an emotlonal 
maladJUstment, or both. However, slnce lt can be seen that 
retardatlon ot Bome detlnlte t1me lnterval ocourred 1n 
slxty-slx per cent of the oases the 1mportanoe of thls fac-
tor cannot be overlooked. 
~ ------------------------------------------------------~ 
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TABLE XVI 
R~RDATION IN SOBOOL OF 92 DELINQUENTS APPEaRING IN FAMILY 
OOURT. DEOEMBER. 1957-... MARCH. 1958 
Years Retarded Number Per Oent 
None 25 27.0 
One 24 26.0 
Two 21 22.9 
Three 1 1 11.9 
Four 3 3.2 
Ungraded 4 4.3 
Drop-outs 4 4" 
-
-
!otal _92 99.~6 
Table XVII is presented to show what grade the 
youths were in at the time of the oommission of the orime. 
It should be pointed out that there is a signifioant de-
orease of oriminal aotiv1ty between the sophomore and 
Junior year of high sohool. It was not possible to deter-
mine the grade which the youths were in tor s1xteen of the 
oases. They were olass1fied as ungraded, drop-outs, or 
no 1nformat1on was given on the form, 
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'!'ABLE XVII 
GRADE IN SCHOOL AT TDtE OF OFFENSE 
Grade Number Per Cent 
S1xth 2 2.3 
Seventh 11 13.0 
Eighth 20 23.8 
N1nth 24 28.5 
Tenth 16 19.0 
Eleventh 5 5.9 
Twelfth 6 I,5 
-
Total 84 100,-0 
It 1s otten contended that the typ1cal de11n-
quent has a hlgh rate of mobll1ty, trequently ohanglng 
places of resldence, and therefore, of necesslty, ohang1ng 
schools, 'lb.ls frequent ohange, ··In many cases, ls of~en 
consldered to be one ot the baslc oauses of the emot10nal 
1mmatur1ty wh1ch many de11nquents manlfest. It is not 
wl thin the scope of the present work to dlscuss whether the 
delinquent is more emotlonally immature than the adole-
scent nonde11nquent of the same age. However, it ls true 
that thls frequent mob1l1ty disoourages the formation of 
lasting friendShips and other emot1onal attaohments whloh 
adolesoents value so h1ghly, 
Table XVIII shows the number of schools attended 
r-;~--------.. 
by the youths. A total of thirty-four records Showed some 
indication of attendance at more than a single sohool. It 
was assumed that it only one school was mentioned there 
was no other sohoo1 attended. However, it is probable that 
some of the prinoipals did not record all the previous 
schools attended. It more than one elementary school or 
more than one high sohool was listed on the report, it 
would presuppose a sohool transter. Unfortunately, the 
Court form merely requests the name 0 f the sohool the. t the 
youth 1s current.ly attending. 
TABLE XVIII 
NUMBER OF SCHOOLS A TTENDED BY 100 D.ELINQUENTS APPEARING IN 
FAMILY OOURT. DEC»1BER, 1957--MARCH, 1958 
tt12e and Number ot School s Number 
• • • • 
13 two grade sohools • • 
!bree grade schools · .. . . • • 2 
Four grade schools. • • • • • 4 
Two high sohools • • • • • • 12 
!brae high sohools • • • • • 3 
One sohool listed on Court 
reoord • • • • • • • • •• 66 
Total • • • • • • • • • • • • 100 
The third of the possible pl'dd1ot1ve norms tor 
delinquent behav10r has to do with soholastio aohievement. 
On the Oourt torm the Pr1noipal 1s requested to give not 
50 
only the grades 1n the spec1f1c subjects stud1ed by the 
youth but also an appra1sal of his olassroom hab1ts and 
attitudes. Table XIX lists the subject matter and the 
grade received. Only forty-two of the Court forms oon-
tained suffioient information about the sohool work of the 
1ndIv1dual de11nquent. Not all of these reports oontained 
informat10n about eaoh subject. Some had only grades for 
two subjects, some for three, some for four. Thus, 1t 1s 
rather d1ffiou1t to form any but the most general conclu-
sions on the basis of the information presented. Another 
d1ff1oulty that presents 1tself is the subjeotivity of the 
grading system. It is possible that an "unsat1sfactory" 
would bs a "fa1r" or vice versa depend1ng on the school 
attended. In this case it would be necessary to set up a 
control group of nonde11nquents 1n order to arr1ve at 
va11d conclusions. It 1s with these two reservat1ons, 
namely, the inadequacy of the grades reported and the lack 
of objeotivity, that Table XIX 1s presented. 
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TABLE XIX 
SUBJEOTS AND GRADES OF 100 DELINQUENTS APPEA.RING IN FAMILY 
OOURT. DEO:aMBER. 1951--MARCH~ 1228 
Ratlng Very Good Good Fair Unjlatistaotorx 
SubJeot 
Mathematios 4 3 8 18 
Soienoe 2 6 11 12 
&1glish 2 6 1 1 10 
Sooial Soienoe 0 2 2 8 
Physioal Eduoation 3 2 2 5 
Reading 1 1 5 5 
Other SubJeots 10 12 24 29 
- - -
Total 22 35 66 61 
Table XX shows the Intelllgenoe Q.uotient ot fitty 
delinquents appearing In the reoords ot the Oourt. Al-
though the Court form speolfloally reques ts information 
pertalning to the Intelllgenoe quotient scores, only flfty 
at the reoords did oontain such informatlon. 1"b.e data. Is 
rendered still more Inadequate slnoe different torms of 
the various types ot intelllgenoe tests were administered. 
Stantord-Binet, Otis, and the Wellsohler-Bellevue tests 
were among those most frequently used. 
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TABLE XX 
INTELLIGENOE Q,UOTIENT SOORES OF 50 DELINQ,UENTS APPEARING 
IN FAMILY COURT. DEC!MBER. 1951··-MAROH. 1958 
Score Number Per Cent 
110 - over 8 16.0 
100 - 109 10 20.0 
90 - 99 1, 26.0 
80- 89 1 1 22.0 
70 - 79 5 10.0 
69 ... below 
....2 6.0 
Total 50 100.0 
Bes1des the aotual soholarShip reoord ot the 
routh, the Oourt requested ot the Pr1n01pal 80me estimate 
ot the olassroom habits and att1tudes ot the delinquent. 
It was apparent trom some ot the subm1tted reports that 
oertain principals had the youth'.s teacher make the eat1 .. 
mate. Some ot \he torms are very br1et while others oon-
tain detailed 1ntormation and comments. Three ot the 
reports seemed to have been tilled out by more than one 
teaoher. However, it was 1mposs1ble to determ1ne the 
person mak1ng the charaoter analysis tor the other reports. 
S1nce this torm is sent to the school by the Court atter 
a date has been set tor a hearing ot the youth's o8.se, 
those who do till the report out are aware that the youth 
has already been adjudged delinquent. As was mentioned 
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betore, this tact may prejudioe the view ot the prinoipal 
or teaoher in filling out the oharaoter rating. It Is 
possIble that a ohild who Is involved with the polioe will 
be given a poorer recommendation than he would have gotten 
prlor to hIs diffioulty. 
There are eight oategor1es llsted on the Oourt 
torm, eaoh of whioh is to be soored in one of tour ways. 
fne eight oategories listed in Table XXI are presented on 
the Oourt form without any turther eluoidation or olassi-
tioa\ion. !hese categories are as follows: 1s a good 
, worker, tollows direotions, has good health habits, gets 
along well w1th others, acoepts responsibl1lty, has good 
study hablts, uses ability to oonoentrate. and has good 
manual ooordinatlon. !De tour ratings are good, exoel-
lent, falr. or unsatisfaotory. The prlnoipal is asked to 
cheok eaoh or these categories and is enoouraged to Dtake 
addltional oommente~ something ... ery tew of the prinoipals 
did. 
The obvious obJeotion oan be raised agalnst the 
obJeotivity ot the person reporting, espeoially if it is 
the prlnolpal. Usually the prinoipal does not have suf-
fioient personal intormati.on to make an adequate ohar-
aoter appra1sal. Even the terminology in, the report 1s 
vague. For example, what is meant by the oategory "tollows 
directions", Does 1t have reterence to soholastio work? 
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Or to the rules of the school? SUch difflcul ties do not 
make the information obtained useless, but they do make 
conolusions based on the information in the reoords rather 
tenuous. 
A tot.al ot thirty-eight reports contaj,nins the 
requested information was submitted. The other sixty-two 
torms had no reterenoe to the charaoter ot the youth. It 
will be notioed in Table XXI that the unsatisfactory 
oolumn has the highest number ot oheoks. '!'he category, 
"good study habi tan t has the h1ghest slllQle total ot un-
aatisfact.ory ohecks. Only six ot the report.s oontained 
oheck marks in the areas ot manual. ooordlna.t.ion and good 
health hablts. All slx reports listed the ratlngs as good, 
These categories and ratlngs are not inoluded ln the Table 
beoause ot the small number. It is surprlsing to tlnd 
that the tewest number ot unsatisfaotory oheoks ooour' ln 
the oategory entltled "cooperatlon". It would be presumed 
that the typioal delinquent would be hlghly unoooperative. 
There seems to be a specltio relatlonship between the 
three oategories pertaining dlrectly to the mastery ot 
sohool work. Inability to oonoentrate might be the reason 
why a youth has bad study habits, making him a poor worker. 
However, slnoe there is no oategory that deals wlth the 
subject of motivation, it would be ditticult to answer the 
questlon ot poor study habits or inability to concentrate. 
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It is unfortunate that so tew ot the principals explained 
the reasons tor rating the youth t s character the way they 
d1d. 
!ABLE XXI 
OLASSROOM HABITS AN.D A HITUDES OF 38 DELINQUENTS APPEARING 
IN FAMILY COURT FROM DEOIiMBER. 19~17--MAROH. 1958 
L1st1ng Very Good Good Fair Unsatisfactor.l" 
Good worker 2 6 12 16 
Fo110we direct10ns 1 9 12 13 
Accepts respons1b111 ty 1 8 13 12 
Good study hab1 ttl 2 5 11 19 
Oooperat1on 2 13 17 4 
Ooncentra tion 0 
..1. 11 .!I 
- -
Total 8 48 76 81 
The last presumed 1nd1cator of potentially del in-
" quent behav10r is the actual depo;rtment ot the youth wh11e 
at 8choo1. It 1s not to be assumed that every youth Who 
presents a problem 1n d1sc1p1ine to the teacher or to the 
Pr1ncipal 1s a potent1al de11nquent. The Pr1ncipa1 is asked 
to comment on the behaVior ot the youth at school. There-
tore, 1 t 1s the opin1on ot the Pr1nc1pal concern1ng the 
deportment ot the ch1ld that is recorded on the Oourt torm. 
Thus 1t 1s apparent that this Judgment is a subJect1ve one, 
and for h1s reason conclus10ns based on the 1nformat1on 1n 
Table XXII must be regarded as probable rather than certa1n. 
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One of the reports submitted lists as unsatisfactory all 
the ha.bi t and attitude oategorles on the Oourt form, in-
oluding the oategory entitled "oooperatlon". Yet, a few 
lines below on the aame form, the Prlnoipal remarks that 
the boy's deportment was exoellent. On another form a. 
youth's teaoher states that the conduot of the boy ln 
question was very good. On the same Oourt torm, the Prln-
cipal remarks in a tootnote that the boy's deportment 
leaves much to be desired. It ls true that ln both these 
cases the apparent disorepancies might be satisfaotorlly 
explalned. However, 11. would be sater to conclude that the 
subJeotivity involved in the use of this indlcator prompts 
oaution in its application. This should not, however, 
prohibit the proper use and interpretation ot the informa-
tion shown in the Table. The Oourt leaves it to the Judg-
ment of the prinoipal to evaluate. the deportment at the 
youths. The tour general ratings ot deportment found ln 
the reoord were very good, good, tail', and unsatistactory. 
Sometlmes it was necessary to evaluate the beha.vlor of the 
youths on the basis of what the prinoipal imp11ed, rather 
than a.ctually wrote, since in some oases nothing was said 
d1rectly pertlnent to deportment. For example, one prin-
oipal wrote that although the boy's conduct was fair, he 
had a tendenoy to be contemptuous and disrespecttul. An-
other remarked \hat a. certain boy gave no trouble in class 
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but was oonstantly 1nvolved 1n f1ghts w1th smaller ohil-
dren in the sohool yard. In fourteen of t~e oases 1t was 
not possible to oonolude anything about the behavior of 
the youths. These cases are l1sted as "not reported" in 
Table XXII. 
fABLE XXII 
SCHOLASTIC DEPORTMENT OF 100 DELINQUENTS APP:&\RING IN 
FAMILY COURT. DECEMBER. 1957--MARCH. t958 
Rating Number Per Cent 
VerT Good 3 3.7 
Good 14 16.2 
Fair 36 41.8 
Unsat1staotor, 33 38.3 
Not reported 14 
-
Total 100 100.0 
" 
It was thought adv1 sabl'e, before conoluding this 
ohapter, to inolude 1nformat1on not direotly oonoerned 
with school behaVior, truanoy, soholastio aohievement, or 
retardation., Th1s information may serve a.s an aid in 
better understanding the information already presented and 
the oonolusions based on the findings to be presented in 
the next chapter, Chapter IV. This information was not 
presented earlier because it does not direotly pertain to 
the avowed purpose at the work,namely, to examine the 
sohool reoords at the youths. ot the 100 youths whose 
reoords were examined, eighty-three were boys. ihe age 
distr1bution is shown in Table XXIII. 
TABLE XXIII 
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AGE AND SEX DISTRIBUTION OF 100 DELINQUENTS APPE1lRING IN 
FAMILY COURT. DECEMBER~ 19t: i7--MARCH. 1958 
Age Total Bo~s G1rls 
Fourteen 23 22 1 
Fltteen 30 21 9 
Sixteen 28 25 :3 
Seventeen 
.J.2 1.2 4 
-
Total 100 83 17_ 
It 1s of some value 1n discusslng poss1ble pro-
grams tor delinqueno;y prevention to know what type of 
or1me 1s oomm1tted by the majority ot delinquents. Ot the 
100 oases stud1ed, s1xty-one ot the youths were oharged 
w1th a or1me 1nvolv1ng some torm ·ot thett. Twenty-fIve 
ot the b01s were oharged w1 th stealing oars or r1ding 1n 
stolen cars, tourteen w1th burglar;y, s1x with robbery, and 
s1xteen wl th some other form ot theft. Sex ottenses were 
comm1tted by th1rteen ot the youths, eleven ot whom were 
temale. F1ve youths were olass1f1ed as runaways, s1x as 
\lI18overnable, and f1fteen as perpetrators ot 80me other 
torm ot del1nquenoy_ These "other torms ot dellnqueno;y" 
inolude oOUD.tertei tlng, use or narcotios, and possess1on 
ot narootios. However, the most frequent offense listed 
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in this particular category for the youth in this sample 
was participating in a gang tight. The twenty cases of 
burglary and robbery were found only among the sixteen 
and seventeen year old groups. In forty-two of the cases 
there was no evidence of a previous police record. Twenty-
nine youths had a record of at least one complaint lodged 
against them, eighteen had two complaints, seven had three, 
and tour of the youths had a total of tour previous oom-
plaints. 'this does not mean that they had to appear in 
Court. In sixty-three of the cases, the matter was settled 
at the Police Station. However, the Juvenile Offioer who 
handled the matter had to record the charge and the dis-
position made, and keep it in his permanent file. 
In terms of disposition of oases, the three usual 
Court decisions handed down are dismissal of the case, pro-
bation for the offender, or comm1.tment to the IllInois 
Youth Commission. Forty-nine of the youths studied in this 
work had their cases dismissed. Twenty-four were plaoed 
on probation. Twenty-seven were committed to the state 
Training sohools. 
Al though the Court form requests information not 
directly oonoerned with school matters, such as the type 
of home, it does not require any information concerning 
religious affiliation or nationality. However, this infor-
mation is requested by the Court on other forms that the 
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1nvest1gating offioers must till out. It was tram these 
other forms and not trom the school reoord torm tb.a t the 
following information wa.s obtained. Thirty-six of the 
youths studied were white, twenty-eight were negroes, one 
was Mexlcan, and thirty-flve had no nationallty or raoial 
group listed, Forty-two at the youths gave their rell-
gious affillatlon as Roman catho110. F1fty-tour l1sted 
themselves as Protestants, the Bapt1st sect predom1nat1ng, 
None were of the Jew1sh fa1th, and tour 01" the youths did 
not g1ve any 1ntormat1on, It should be remarked that the 
re11g1ous atfi11ation does not presuppose that the youth 
1s 1n good standing in his Churoh or that he is even a 
member. The invest1gating offioer is eXpeoted to make some 
judgment oonoerning the type or home supervision, the tyPe 
of neighborhood, and an intel11gent op1n10n ot the various 
faotors that br1ng the youth before the Court. The Judg-
ment 1s obv1ously entirely subjective and 1s made w1 thout 
a thorough invest1gation. However, sinoe it 1s used by 
the Court only to get some idea. of the general background 
of the de11nquent youth, not too much importanoe about 
home superv1s10n and type of neighborhood is taken. Twelve 
0'1 the youths were reported to have good home supervision, 
while twelve more were reported as having only fair super-
Vision. Poor home supervision was listed in thirty-one of 
the Of'.r:;es. Forty-five reports oontained no information 
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about this topio. Twenty-two youths were reported to come 
trom high delinquenoy areas, tive trom average delinquency 
areas, and titteen trom low delinquenoy areas. No com-
ment about the type ot neighborhood was made 1n f1tty-
eight ot the cases. Untortunately, the terms, "h1gh de11n-
quenoy a.rea" and "low de11nquenoy area" are not explalned 
1n any detal1. Finally 1t may be ot some va.lue to know 
that torty-eight ot the youths 11ved w1 th both parents. 
'lwenty-two lived with only one parent, and in the case ot 
t.wenty of these, w1th the mother rather than the father. 
Sixteen 11ved with a parent and step-parent. Ten lived 
with relatives, two with toster parente, and two had no 
llatlDg gIven. ot the youths who were liv1ng w1 th the1r 
mother only, twelve ot thoae mothers were lIvIng 1n oom-
monlaw marrIage at the t1me. 
It wll1 now be poss1ble· to beg1n an 1nterpre-
tat10n of the materIal presented in this chapter. By an-
alyzing the 1nformation presented here, and oomparing it 
wI th other studles, espeoially those made by the Gluecks 
and by Kvaraoeus, certa1n conolus1ons may be drawn deter-
mining the validity of the assumptIon that oerta1n patterns 
of conduct in aOhool may be 1nd1cative of potentIally de-
lInquent conduot. 
CHAPTER. IV 
ANALYSIS OF THE PRESENT STUDY AND COMPARISON OF 
FINDINGS WITH OTHER STUDIES 
The purpose of this chapter 1s to discuss and 
analyze the tindings presented in the previous Chapter. 
Included also is a comparison of theee findings with the 
findings ot other investigators, espec1ally Professors 
ICvs.raoeus and the Gluecks. '!he discussions w111 oenter on 
the topios ot truancy. retardation, scholast1c aoh1eve-
ment and deportment of the youths. In comparing these 
findings with those of Kvaraoeus and the Gluecks, it will 
be seen that sim11ar patterns ot sohool behav10r do exist. 
It 1s possible that such similarities are coinoidental, 
but until this faot is established, it 1s assumed that 
there are certain problems in thtl behav10r pattern ot 
children in the school which may eerve as indicators or 
warnings ot tuture trouble. 
It 1s true that the studies ot Kvaraceus and the 
Gluecks are not comparable in every detail with the study 
made by this writer. However, the comparison is made only 
to ahow the value and need ot future investigat10n 1n th1s 
field. 
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Table XV in the present stuc1,y 1nd1oates that 
forty-e1ght ot the eighty-tour youths of the sample were 
truant from sohool frequently. The oa.tegory in the 'table 
i teelf was listed as "frequent unauthor1zed absenoes". 
Forty-one of these youths had truanoy records ot more than 
seven oomplete days, The most frequent total was f1fty-
tour complete days, 1'11e remain1ng seven had totals ot trom 
three to seven days. Another seven youths were truant tor 
a period ot one or two days only. No mention was made on 
any at the torms as to whether these truanoies were on con-
secutive days or not. 
Seven per oent of the sample ot whioh six were 
g1rls were recorded as being truant only onoe or tw10e, 
, 
making a total ot forty-eight per oent ot the sample with 
a truanoy reoord. S1xteen reoords had no indioat10n what-
ever ot school attendanoe, but in the case ot six of "the 
youths, the nature of the crimes implied a.bsences from 
sohool. However, these sixteen oases will not be inoluded 
1n the tabula.tion. '!he rema1n1ng th1rty-six per oent had 
no truancy reoord listed on the repo~t sent to the Oourt. 
It 1s presumed that they did not truant s1noe the pre-tr1a.l 
invest1gator would certa.inly ask the sohool off1cials to 
inolude this taot 1n their report. Therefore, exoluding 
the sixteen with no school reports, the truanoy rate 1s 
titty-seven per cent ot the sample. Over halt ot the 
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youths were truant from sohool. This a.nalysis includes both 
boys and girls. A study ot the girls a.lone shows that 
twelve out of seventeen had truanoy records. 
'lhese statistics lend some support to the oon-
clusion that truancy could well be one of the chief indica-
tors of potential delinquents' behavior. A complete veri-
fioation ot this conclusion would be contlngient on the 
findings ot truancy 1n a controlled non-delinquent sample. 
It is by no means a legitimate conclusion to say that all 
truants are or will be del1nquent. nor to hold the con-
verse of this, that all delinquents are truants. But fre-
quently truancy from school inidcates some maladjustment. 
This maladjustment can easily become or result in anti-
social behaVior. \'#hen the truancy is nothing more than the 
adolesoent desire tor freedom from the drudgery ot school 
work, then obviously there need not be grave ooncern; But 
1t must be kept in m1nd that unexcused absenoe trom sohool 
1s an offense against the law. The very fact that a boy 
or girl 1s w1lling to take a chanoe indioates an unhea.l thy 
and perha.ps as yet latent disregard for the la."1. The prob-
lem ot understanding the reason for the true.nt beha.vior is 
properly one for the psyohologist because of the faotor 1n-
volved. 
It was further learned trom the analysis of the 
truanoy reports tha t only 1n seven oases were de11nquent 
~ -~------------------------------------------------------------~ 
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aots committed during t.h" tl"'le the youths should have been 
in sOhool. Four ot these oases involved some six viola-
tions. On the basis 0'1 the police report submitted oon-
oerning the Violation the highest number of crimes occurr-
ed between the hours of seven and nine-thirty P.M. Both 
the time of day the crime Was committed and the day itself 
are im~ortant factors needing further research since they 
might be important in the development of a delinquency 
prevention program by the school. On the basis ot the pre-
sent study, it was found that over sixty per oent of the 
cl>lmes occurred on Friday. 
Both the public and private schoola are required 
bl law to keep an attendanoe reoord tor each youth and 
report any truancy to the proper authori t1es. Unfortun-
ately 1 t 1s usually only the ohronic trua.nts who are re-
ported. The analysis of the sample shows also that of the 
torty-one youths 'Who "trequentlytt were truant, seventeen 
had unsatisfaotory home supeM'is10n and eleven had only 
tail' home supervlsion as reoorded by the Oourt investigating 
offlcer. 
It would seem that two general concluslons oan be 
drawn trom the information given above. First, chronio 
truanoy ooUld be one of the chlef ind1cators of poss1ble 
delinquent behavior. Over one halt ot the youths had some 
reoord 0'1 truanoy. In Table II, it was shown that other 
~~--------------~ 
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investigations found tru~ncy records 1n at least thirty-
three per cent of the cases, (Kvaraceue) up to ninety-five 
per oent of cases, (Gluecke). Only in one study, that of 
Fenton, was the truancy record relatively small. 
Therefore, it seems valid to assume that truancy 
oan be one of the indications of future d.elinquent be-
havior. A second conclusion ,.,hich follows trom the infor-
me,tion and analysis in the study Is the importanoe of 
acourate truancy records. School adminlstrators should 
coopers te In every way with the courts by reporting truants 
to the :proper authorIties before the ohild beoomes a chronio 
08se. In the year 1957, 759 truancy petltions were flIed. 
Oonsidering that a truancy pet1tion is filed only when the 
case is chronio, this number 1ndicates a serious problem 
in the Ohioago schoole. One hundred and seventy-eight of 
these truants eventually returned before the oourts e.s de-
l linquents. 
There is one more suggestion whioh arises from 
the dlsoussion on truancy. It 'WOuld seem from the amount 
of truanoy in Ohlcago that many parente are unaware of the 
signifioanoe of a ohi1d being truant. It would be a very 
benefioial move on the part of school officia.ls in both 
1 Family Court of Cook County, IllinOis, Annual 
Report, 1956, p. 11. 
f 
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the pub11c and pr1vate schools 1f the P. T. A. meetings 
and the social atta1rs sponsored by the sChools tor the 
parents were utl11zed to their full advantage. It ls true 
that the parents of the chl1dren who are already truant 
wl11 1n all probabl1lty not attend these meetlngs. But 
perhaps the dlscuss10n of the problem w111 alert other 
parents to the danger ot suoh behavlor. 
It ls necessary to po1nt out here the wlde d1-
versity between the truancy tlnd1ngs ot thls and other 
studles mentloned in Table II, compared to the study made 
by the Gluecks. They showed a truancy rate ot ninety-tive 
per oent. The reason tor this dlspari ty is probably the 
tact that the Gluecks atudied youths who were alread,. com-
mitted to juvenile institutions, while only twent1-tive 
per cent ot the youths in thls sample were committed. 
" 
Further research in thls area, partlcularly on the reasons 
why the chlldren truant, 1s essentlal. 
The second ot the tour indlcators ot potent1al 
dellnquency is retardation. Here agaln. as In the case of 
truancy, ls a possible obJectlve norm ot pred1ct1ng de-
llnquency behavlor. On the basis of the present study, 
and on the basis ot the other studles glven In the flrst 
chapter, it seems possible to conclude that the Child re-
tarded ln two or more years is more likely to become a 
delinquent than the child who ls not retarded. WhUe no 
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attempt was made to ana.lyze the reasons tor the retarda-
tion, it would seem that the boy 'Who is retarded beoa.use 
of illness would be less likely to stray than the one who 
is scholastioally incompetent. But in the case ot both 
youths they might be adversely attected emotionally be-
oause ot the disparity. Their reaotion to this diaparity 
in ages might give the 1ndioation ot potential delinquenoy. 
Henoe, the teacher ahould be aware ot the older youths in 
the classroom and should be alert to their special prob-
lems. A boy who should be a Junior 1n high sohool but is 
only a freshman will need add! tional guidanoe in the 
oourse ot his school oareer. !his need will be intensitied 
it the youth is poor in his stUdies and has failed several 
grades. It is quite likely that such a boy or girl will 
attempt to compensate for this detioiency in order to re-
deem himself in the eyes of his peers. III tne writer's 
own exper1ence, the leader ot one olass ot freshmen was a 
boy who had tailed freShman year tw10e and was repeat1ng 
it tor a th1rd time. His influenoe on the class was ex-
tremely great but it was detinitely in the wrong direction. 
He, along w1 th three boys !rom that class, were picked up 
1n a stolen oar betore the year was half over. 
In the present study, retardation of two years 
OIt more was reGorded L"l thir-ty-nln", csses. A ohild who 1s 
in an ungztaded room is ret.:'irded at least two 1ea%'s or mo%'e. 
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'lhere was no reason glven ln the court reoord for the re-
tardation. Tbe Gluecks tound sixty-eight per oent ot 
their group ot 500 youths roetarded to some degree. Kvaraoeus 
found retardatlon ln forty-three per oent of the youths. 
Nelson and Meroer tound about fifty-seven per oent retard-
ed ln both their studies. It would seem consistently true 
that retardatlon ls a very oommon faotor ln the background 
ot delinquent bols and girls. 
Again, it should be mentloned that the investi-
gation of retardatlon made by the other writers are not 
exaotly simllar to that of this wr1ter. The present study 
oonslders retarded only those youths who are two or more 
years behind. In the other Works, retardation ls oonsl-
dered present it the youth ls retarded only one year. 
However. the general oonoluslon that retardation 
ls another 0'1 the faotors that may be an lnd1catlon (j·t 
tuture dellnquent behavior cannot b. denied. 
Th. quest10n as to what oan be done to prevent 
retardatlon is a long and compl1cated analyses ot the 
causes ot retardation. But the teacher in the classroom 
should be made aware ot the latent maladjustment in many 
of the children who are retarded. 1hls awareness ls the 
first step in a good dellnquenoy prevention program. 
'lb. third of the four indioators of delinquency 
ls the sUholastio report. !here is less objeotlvlty here 
~~. ----------------~ 
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than ln the for-mer- two lndlcator-s, and mor-e likelihood of 
complloated faotors ln averages and grades. The general 
oonolusion stll1 seems valld. A ohl1d who ls dolng poor-ly 
in hls scholastic wor-k ls muCh mor-e likely to beoome a 
dellnquent than a child who is dolng well. Agaln, here, 
ther-e is no attempt to oonolude that a boy who tal1s ls e. 
boy who neoessarlly beoomes delinquent, nor- lts oonverse, 
that a boy wlth a high scholastic average will not beoome 
a dellnquent.. What is meant ls that the boy with the low 
sCholastic average might tend to compensate for- thls de-
ticiency with behavior that is antlsoclal. 
In the forty-two school r-eports of thls study. 
for every rating of !!£l 600d in the individual sohool 
subjects, ther-e were tOUl" r-atings of unsatistactor-;y. In 
the total tabulation ot twenty-five subjeots, thEJre were 
eighty-seven "unsatisfactory" reports comp;;..red to twEtnt1-
two "yary good" r-epor-ts. However, nine ot these tlvery 
good" reper-ts were in ph1sical education, some shop 
course, or some type ot non-intelleoutal activlty listed 
under ·other subjects·. Some authorities, espeoially the 
Gluecks, conolude that ohi1dren with indications ot de-
linquenoy are m.arkedly deficient in stUdies whioh require 
logioal r-easonlng. SubJ eots such as the aoolal solences 
also seam especlall, difficult for- delinquents. Both 
these conclusions ar-e true ot the study made by this ~iter-. 
~ 
, ----------------------------------------------------------------, 
71 
Yet ev1dence 1s 1nadequate on the ba.£'it;~; of th1s work a-
lone. 
To oonclude that youths who do poorly 1n mathe-
mat1cs and so01al stud1es are more likely to be delin-
quents would be unJust1fied. There are too many variables 
wh1ch have not been exoluded in suoh a oonolusion. !he 
amount of data on th1s subJeot is at the moment insuffi. 
oient to justify definite speoifio oonolus1ons. 
What oan be conoluded on the basis of the intor-
matlon from this study and those of the other wrlters ls 
that a youth who does poorly in school, in general that ls. 
ln all his subJeots or most of them, is more likely to show 
signs of potentlal delinquenoy_ Of' the forty-two reports, 
only two of' the Touths had school records which were ex-
cellent in every detail. Some had high soholast10 ratings 
but poor deportment market From .. an analysis of the $chool 
reoords, in the case ot almost every youth in this sample, 
there was some speoific sohool maladjustments Whloh could 
have indioated to the school officials some need on the 
part ot the youth. Preventive methods will not mean eli-
mlnation of delinquency problems, but it seems saf'e to 
asBUme that many cases of delinquenoy oould be prevented if' 
the ohlld were given the proper attention that his speoi-
flo needs warranted, especially when these needs a.re evi-
dent and obsel'Vable. It is difficult to prove that the 
~~----------------~ ,... 
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children who were maladjusted and did get the proper 
treatment did not beoome delinquent preoisely beoause of 
this treatment. But oerta1nly, helping maladjusted stu-
dents will not decrease the dellnquenoy rate. 
Kvaraoeus found that in his study twenty-six 
per oent of the delinquents had failed some subjeot and 
seventy-two per oent were olassified as "passing". '!he 
Glueoke found that tifty-seven per cent were passing and 
forty-one per oent had failed. 
In conClusion, it should be pointed out that the 
laok of standard torms ot grading makes this analysis dif-
ficul t. On the reoord sheet sent out by the court, a 
standard of grading is given at the bottom of the page, but 
not too many oftioialstollow i\. Hence, it is diffioult 
at times to decipher the letter grade and the number g:rade. 
80me prinoipals gave a numbGred grade. Others gave a 
letter grade. It was asswaG~ 1n order to discuss the prob-
lem that a letter grade of A was "very good". B was "good", 
o or D was "fair", and E was "unsatisfactory". It was 
also assumed that A repre.ented a grade of 90 to 100, B 
80 to 90, a 10 to 80 and E anything under 60. A second 
problem results in the relative standard of grading. It 
seems true that oertain sohools are more striot in grading 
than other sohools in the same school system. SUpposing 
this to be true, then the "dull" boy in the more striot 
r:----------. 
school might actually be the "average" boy in the less 
strict school. It would be diffioult to arrive at de-
tinite conolusions of scholastio standIng based solely 
73 
on the criterion as 1ndioated above. Th1s g1ves some 
indication ot the oontusion. that arises when this eubJ eot 
is disoussed. 7he statement that most delinquents are 
"below average" in sohool 1s mean1ngless unless the same 
standard 1s used in judg1ng all schools. As w1th the 
other areas ot the subJ eot, the scholastio record, as a 
delinquenoy 1nd1cator, needs t'urther and more spec1fio 
research. However, the tact rema1ns that poor soholastio 
achievement by a youth who 1s also retarded and truant, 
provides another indicator of possible ~lture dIft1oulty. 
'l'he last of the tour 1ndicators of potential de-
l1nquency is school deportment. Paul Tappan, in his very 
excellent work on delinquency, disousses at some length 
this subject. He says that the courts are irritated with 
school administrators because ~'1ey are sending to the 
courts children who are nothing more than discipline prob-
lems in the sense ot disturbing the class. Definance and 
disrespect, they say, are not criminal ottenses. The word 
they use 1s "buck-passing". The school a.dministrators, 
on the other hand, are as irrituted a.t the courts. 1hey 
oontend that a child is sent to the oourt tor a serious 
offense and i8 g1ven a lecture, a warning, and a dismissal. 
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The ohlld then oomes baok to the sohool a blgger hero than 
before. 2 Probably there Is some truth In these accusa-
tions both on the part of the oourts and the sohool offl-
olals. No matter whloh olaim Is more acourate, however, 
the need for mutual cooperatlon in combf'tt.lng the rlslng 
problem at delinquency is obvious. 
!here is, pamaps, no more dIt1'lcul t a problem 
than that of relatIng deportment to potentlal dellnquenoy. 
The problem lies in the lack ot objeotivlty in measuring 
deportment. Eaoh teacher has to deoide for himselt what 
oonstltutes serious behav10r problems In class and what are 
mere results ot adolesoent Immaturity_ Some teachers are 
oonv1noed that the use of abus1ve la.nguage 1s ser10us enough 
to warrant expulsion or suspens10n. Other teachers disre-
gard this abusive language and look for more serlous slgns 
ot mlshebavlor. Some schools have a reputatIon of rigld 
dlsoipline; others are lax ln enforcement of rules, Where 
there ls no standard of objectlvl.ty, there 18 bound ~ be 
oonfusion. 
In the analysis of the data, thirty-three ot the 
reports show that the youth in question was llsted as un-
satisfactory 1n deportment. No spec1f1c mention of the 
Infraotlon was glven, though deflance and d1srespect were 
mentloned In twenty-nlne of the reports. Th1rty-s1x of 
the lOuths had a llsting 01' "falr" for deportment. Four-
2 PaUl ~ppan. Juvtpl1e Dellnquenoy, (New York, 
1949), Pp. 500-513. 
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teen had good deportment, and only three were 11sted as 
very good. There were fourteen wi thou t any report on de-
portment. 
Forty-one per cent, then. of this sample would 
be classlf1ed as poor 1n school conduct. The Gluecks tound 
the surpris1ngly high total of n1nety-five per oent. The 
oategory listed in the1r study was "perslstently and 
ser10usly misbenaved". They llst twenty-slx violations 
which would result in a 11eting ot "seriously and persis-
tently misbehaved". ot these twenty-six, only t1ve can be 
oonsidered actual crimlnal of tenses. Some ot the other 
categories are extremely ambiguous. Defianoe. for ex-
ample, may ln one youth be a symptom ot disrespect tor 
authori 11.1. In another, it may be a oontempt tor the part1-
oular teacher. Ly1ng oan hardly be oonsidered an 1ndi-
cation of dellnquent behavlor. Many teachers tend to ex-
aggerate the taul ts ot the no1sy troublemaker. and over-
look the dangerous symptoms ln a student who 1s reserved 
and quiet. 
ot what value, then, 1s the fourth eo-called 
1ndicator? First, a definition ot the word, d1so1pline 
problem, is needed. 'l'he defin1t1on ls or should be 1n 
terms not so much of quality but, ot quant1ty. A oh1ld who 
is detiant 1n one class wlth one teacher 1s not particu-
larly dangerous. But a chlld who ls deflant with every 
rr-----------. 
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teaoher in every olass is definitely manifesting signs of 
pre-delinquent beha.vior and is in need of help and guidanoe. 
ibe boy who steals a pint of milk because no one happens 
to be watching is not as serious a problem as the boy who 
goes into the looker room and steals the wallets,out of 
the lookers. A oh1ld who calls another ohild an abus1ve 
name is not in the 8~~e ola.ss as a child who calls a teaoher 
an abusive name. \'/hat 1s needed here, as in the ca.se of 
the scholastic achlevement report, ls some obJeotive stand-
ard which oan be applied. to a.ll youths regardless of who 
1s doing the tf Ju4gingtt or in what school the evaluat10n of 
depOrtment takes plaoe. Teaohers should be instructed so 
that they m1ght be able to interpret the aot1ons of the 
youths trom as obJect1ve a point of v1ew as possible. 
Th1s question ot sohool behav10r is extremely 
lmportant. It is very unlikely that the average boy"or 
girl in high Bohool or grade Bohool aots one way 1n the 
olassroom and another way on the street or in the house. 
Over a long period of tlme, the observant teacher oan de-
tect the oh1ldren who man1fest signs of emotlonal malad-
Justment. The maladjusted ohild who oreates a d1sturbance 
1n olass is perhaps try1ng for attent1on. H1s bas1c In-
secur1ty should be investigated before he hardens that 1n-
secur1ty into a cynical disregard of the rights of others. 
The teacher should be able to recognize the problem and 
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d1rect the ch1ld to the proper author1t1es. 'lhese state-
ments, however, Should be verif1ed by experimental evi-
dence. 
In order to finish the discussion of these tour 
indicators, a summary of other tables will be given with 
some conclusions based on the data.. 1hese four tables, 
when combined with the four already mentioned can oontri-
bute greatly to the program of delinquency prevention be-
cause they help point out the symptoms of antisocial be-
havior. 
The study of the Intelligence Quotient soores, 
one of the valuable teohniques in the modern theory of 
education, can, if properly interpreted, add muoh light to 
the disoussion of delinquency prevention. In the present 
study only fifty reports of Intel1igenoe Quotient soores 
were given. As was mentioned before.. the same test Was 
not given to all the youths, so thnt there will be some 
latitude !n interpreting the f1ndings. 
Th1rty-one out of fifty of the youths had In-
telligenoe Quotient so ores above n1nety. By comparing the 
Intelligence Quotient soores of this study with those ot 
other stUdies as round in 'lable XL, one can see the simi-
larity. It should be remembered that Kvaraceue and the 
G1ueoks, as mentioned ear11er. were studying youths who 
had already been committed to juvenile institutions. It 
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1s assumed that the Glueoks used a standard test for all 
of the1r oases. Kvaraceus did not use the same test. 
The conclus1ons trom th1s study 1nd1ca te that 
there is no typ1ca1 Intelligence Quotient score tor the de-
linquent. It should be remarked that the courts are more 
likely to release a child to the custody of' h1s parents 1t 
1n the Judgment of the oourts a satistactory adjustment 
can be made without comm1tment. One of' the determining 
faotors 1n the oourt- s judgment 1s poss1ble native intel-
lectual ability ot the child. For this reason, it is prob-
• 
able that Children with high Intelligence Quotient scores 
come before the court bUt are not entered in the court 
records because of the likelihood ot eventual satistactory 
adjustment. It is not assumed that such adjustment is the 
result of a high Intelligence Quotient soore, but only 
that the courts may tend to g1ve .. the more intelligent youth 
a second chanoe. 
Intelligence Quotient tests are in themselves 
only indicators of what a child oan do. They do not mea-
sure motivations. 
However, they are important in finding out the 
children wno may be retarded in sohoo1 in later years. 
Thus, giving the sohool authorities ample time to plaoe 
the ohi1dren satisfactorily in the sohool. 
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TABLE XXIV 
COMPARATIVE STUDY OF INTEL.LIGENCE Q,UOTIENT SCORES 
studY 
Present. (Uuecks K:varaceus 
Soore Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent. 
110 - above 16.0 9.4 5.6 
100 - 109 20.0 18.8 
44.7 
90 - 99 26.0 25.0 
80- 89 24.0 24.2 
39.3 
70 - 79 10,0 14.4 
60 - 69 4,0 4,2 10.4 
Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 
The date on school transfers were 1nadequate, 
and, therefore, perhaps not truly comparable to the f1nd1ngs 
ot the Glueoks and Kvaraceus. The Ch1oago oourt records 
merely l1sted the name ot the sohool last attended or 
" 
attended when the or1me was comm1tted. Oocas10nally, the 
reoords 11sted the other schools attended. EVen so, th1rty-
four of the youths 1n th1s study had transferred trom at 
least one sohool to another, whether 1 t was from an ele-
mentary school or a high school. The transfer from the 
grade sohool to the h1gh sohool was not 1ncluded. Kva.ra.ceus 
tound that over seventy per cent of h1s sample ha.d trans-
ferred at least once, and the Gluecks had a h1gher rate, 
over e1ghty-e1ght per oent. The d1screpano1es between the 
~~----------------~ 
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studies can possibly be explained again by pointing out 
that both these authors made studies ot youths already in 
institutions. Most likely, however, the explanation lies 
in inadequate court records. ~e significanoe of this 
~equent sohool transfer in terms of emotional instability 
was mentioned before. 
It would be well perhaps to give some indication 
ot other faotors, more indirect than direct, but still 
rather important to the general subject. Kvaraceus found 
that sixty-six per cent of his sample came from areas that 
might be considered 1nterior, or high delinquency areas. 
Over fifty-two per cent of those studied in the present 
sample oame from similar high delinquency areas. The use 
of the term "high del1nquency area" and "low delinquenoy 
area" is based on the information in the court record. A 
"high delinquency area" was assumed to be an area where 
many delinquent aots occurred. The neighborhood area 1s 
bound to have an effect on the sohool, but just what etfect 
1t has is a task for the psychologist. Certainly in a 
neighborhood such as the Fillmore D1str1ct 1n Chicago, the 
grade sohools and h1gh schools have peculiar problems. 
There are tour d1st1nct minor1ty groups. The minority 
groups are the southern whl tes, the Italians, the Negroes, 
and the Puerto Ricans. There is connict between all the 
groups, and this conniot 1s always present when the boys 
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and girl s attend the same grade sohool or high Bchool 
daily. The juvenile officer in the district has pointed 
out that the rivalry is centered in the school. and breaks 
out after school is finished for the day. The school in 
question happens to be well diSCiplined and controlled. 
As far as the family relationship in the home, 
Kvaraceus found that thirty-three per oent came from broken 
homes. 'lbis does not mean that the homes are automatioa.l1y 
undesirable. In the present sample twenty-two youths oame 
from broken homes. Again, here it is, a question 01' in-
direct relationship with the school. A ch11d who comes 
from a home where there 1s no discipline will tind it diff1-
ou1t to adjust to striot disoip1ine in a school. He w111 
tend to feel rebellious, and may show this rebellion in 
open aggression. 
To summ.arize this chapt,er, there are four fndi-
cators ot potential delinquency, that can be observed in 
the sohoo1 environment. These indicators. when investi-
ga ted and interpreted oorrect1y and in time, can g1 ve de-
finite indioations of some type 01' maladjustment which may 
eventually lead to antisooial oonduct. Speoifioally, 
teaohers Should look upon a child who is persistently truant 
as a possible problem Child. They shOUld further observe 
how the ohildren who are older and who should be in a higher 
olass are adjusting. 'lbe, should be aware of the chIldren 
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who are doing poorly 1n Bchool. looking upon this frustra-
tion as a poss1ble starting point for m1schievous conduct. 
Such conduct easily passes from the mischievous to the 
serious. 1hus a teacher can become aware of a pattern of 
behavior manifested by the child on the basis ot the tao-
tors mentioned in this chapter. 
r 
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CHAPTER V 
THE SCHOOL SYSTEM IN CHICAGO 
The 1nolus10n 01' th1s chapter 1n the thes1s w1ll 
serve a twofold purpose, It will t1rst serve to olar1ty 
some 01' the 1nforma t10n presented 1n the seoond and th1rd 
ohapters. Seoondly, 1t w1ll furnish mater1al for future 
1nvestigat10n relat1ng to sohool matters. !ne school 
system 1n Chioago and 1 ts operat10n must be stud1ed 1n 
great detail 1n order to 1mplement suooessfUlly a good 
program of del1nquenoy prevention. 
Each o1ty has 1ts own speo1al1zed sohool system. 
Some degree of similar1ty 1s atta1ned however, by the 
var10us associations that glve recognition to the cred1ts 
and courses, One such organizat10n 1s the North Central 
" 
Assoc1at1on, The general conclusions reached and the sug-
gest10ns offered w1ll probably hold true tor many 01' the 
school systems throughout the country w1th some exceptions. 
In the c1ty 01' Ch1cago, there are in real1ty 
two separate school systems. 'lb.e larger ot the two 1s the 
public school system, under the auspioes 01' the C1ty 01' 
Ch1oago. The other 1s the Oathol1c school system, under 
the ausploes of the Card1nal 01' the Arohd10oese of Ch1cago. 
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Both 01' these srstems need further explanat10n. There are 
other pr1vate sChools and aoadem1es under 1ndependent d1reo-
tlon. 
When the term "Chloago" 1s used tor the public 
school, the area meant ls the olty propel', lt does not 1n-
clude the suburban schools. When the term "Arohd1ooese 01' 
Chloago" ls used tor the Oatholl0 school system, the 
subul-bs are 1noluded. Th1s w1ll make 11ttle d11'1'erenae 1n 
taot, exoept to 01ar1ty a poss1ble oon:t\ts10n 01' terms later 
ln the ohapter. 
It ls not the 1ntent10n 01' the wr1 ter ln th1s 
work and spe011'1cally ln th1s chapter to oompare the two 
school srsteme. SUbsequent stud1es oould d1scuss the 
et1'10a01 01' the var10u8 oour8ee ln the aurr10ulum and the 
methods 01' dls01p11ne. It 1s hoped alao that some intor-
mat10n 01' dellnquenoy rates from .:the varlous sohools "oan 
be glven. 
The Arohdlooese 01' Ch1oago, under the dlrect 
control 01' the Hlet-arch,., 1s the largest Oatholl0 sohool 
system 1n the world. The schools adm1n1stered by the var1-
our religious orders are not directly under the control 01' 
the Archdiocese. Acoording to th e in1'orms. t10n contained 
in the annual bulletln pub11shed by the Oatholl0 Board 01' 
Eduoation, the total enrollment tor the grade sohools, the 
h1gh. sohools, and the unlvars1 tles ls 320, 131. Thls con-
r 
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stitutes an inorease of 12,571 students over the previous 
year, 1956. The teaohing staff, both olerioal and lay, 
totals 8,843. There are 503 sohools. Sinoe the year 1948, 
1 
enrollment has increased thlrt7-eight per oent. 
These figures are given in an attempt to under-
stand the inabilIty of the Catholic school 87stem at the 
present time to undertake large scale preventive methods 
of dellnquency. !he major problem faoing the OatholI0 
schools seems to be a fInancIal one. The increase in stu-
dents attending the schools have torced the expansion of 
old and the construotion of new schools. Th1s in turn has 
led to heavl financial burdens. 
In the h~8Jl school s alone there are 51,611 stu-
dents. Of the eIghty-nine schools in the Diocese, twenty 
are exclusively tor b01s, forty-six tor girls, and six-
teen co-eduoational. !here are seven two-year commerolal 
hlgh schools. A total of 22,621 bOys attend the high 
schools, while the girls number 28,990. The elementary 
schools, 408 in number, have a total enrollment ot 249,045. 
There are two speoialized sChools tor retarded children. 
There ls a special program tor the blind and the near blind, 
and another ourriculum adapted to the needs of the deaf. 
Plans are underway to give speoial care to ohildren with 
speech defects. 
r' r-----------------------------------------------------~ 
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The olosest the Oatholio sohool system oomes to 
a program ot del1nquenoy prevention as such is the remedial 
reading program. In disouss1ng the question ot the role 
ot the Oatholio school in delinquency prevention, one ot the 
ottioials on the Oatholio Board of Eduoation polnted out 
the p08sible relationship between the typical delinquent 
and poor reading abi11ty. He emphasized the tact that th1s 
program was only a small beglnning ln the program of delin-
quenoy prevention, but he did point out that many ot the 
disoipl1ne problems in the sohools had some def101enoy. 
elther ln readlng. mathematlcs. or English. Eventus.lly, he 
sald. the Oatho110 sohool board hopes to organ1ze "slow 
ourr1oula" tor the boys and g1rls who are soholastioally 
det101ent. 
1he general approaoh ot the Oatholl0 sohools to 
the problem ot dellnquenoy preventlon is rather hard "to 
analyze. 'lbe Malo reason ls the laok of oentral oontrol 
ot the sohools by one group. Most ot the high schools tor 
boys are ln the hands ot varlous rellg10us organlzatlons. 
Eaoh ot these sohools has lts own adm1nistration. Oonse-
quently. there ls no standard polloy. For example. one 
sohool may automatloally dismlss a boy who appears betore 
Famlly Oourt. Another school may keep the boy lt the 
orime has not been a ser10us one. One sohoo1 wll1 keep 
juvenlle of tenders provlded the otfense was not reported in 
r 
the daily papers. Some ot the schools are considered 
rather severe in matters perta1ning to alcohol, while 
other schools are considered rather lenient. 
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The usual policy seems to be to keep the boy or 
girl in the school it there is no really adverse publi-
ci ty and 1t the youth does not have a bad 1nnuenoe on the 
rest at his assoo1&tes in the school. Where 1t 1s a ques-
tion ot a disoipline problem in the matter ot olass behav10r 
and oonduct, and school a tend to be extremely oautious in 
expelling the individual. 'lbe catholio sohools have been 
oritioized in the past tor dismissal at ohildren who need 
guidance and attent10n. 
Another member ot the Catholio sohool board, 1n 
discussing the que.tion ot expulaion, polnted out that 
most at the Oa tholic sohools now will not dismiss a boyar 
girl unless 1 t is 81 ther tor the ,child 's own good or" tor the 
good of the school. 'lb.e sohool authorlties obviously make 
this judgment. He illustrated thls by several oase his-
tories. It was usually a case where the boy would be much 
better ott 1n some type ot shop work. Slnce the Cathollc 
schools do not have the oounterpart of the vocatlonal hlgh 
schools in the public school system, the youth os adv1sed 
to apply tor entry in a pub11c sohool. Tnis, however, ls 
rarely done, and only when 1 t ls tor the obvious weltare 
ot the child. 'lbe same holds true tor the emotionally 
i 
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disturbed child in the Oatholic sOhool. It the proper 
kind ot help can be given him in the public school, he is 
recommended to transfer to a publio sOhool. Catholic boys, 
who by evidence of their behaVior should be in Montefiore, 
must be fi-rst expelled trom the Oatholio school s. Monte-
tiore is under the auspic •• ot the public school system. 
In the Catholio sohools a course in religion 1s 
taught eaOh semester. 1'his indirect l'.pproaoh to delinquency 
prevention is ot course hard to evalua.te. No one knows how 
many children are not delinquents by r6i.4S0n of this moral 
tra1n1ng. 1he more direct approach, such as shop classes 
tor the retarded and the mentally dull, seem beyond the 
meana of the school budget. Most of the high sohools f'1 t 
the oategory ot seneral h1gh schools, as 1 t 1s explained 
1n the section dealing with the various types of publlc 
hlgh schools. !he phllosophy ot ~4u.ca.tlon lnherent 111 the 
Oatb.olic school 1s to torm. the oha.raoter of 1ts students 
morally, intellectually, sooially, and Physioally. EVery 
attempt. 1s made to glve the boys and glrls proper counsel-
ltng and direction. 
But there ls no set program for the maladjusted 
child. All too often he 1s passed over and forgotten. Oc-
oaslonally a. ohild is referred to the Loyola Guidanoe 
Clinl0 of Loyola. Unlversity. But the emotionally disturbed 
ohild, the disoipline problem in the ola.ssroom, the child 
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two or three years retarded ln hls work, ls tolerated 1n 
the school provlded he does not oause too much of a dls-
turbanoe. If he does, he 1s likely to be expelled 1n the 
lnterests ot the well-being ot the other ch1ldren 1n the 
sohool. The ohl1d then becomes the problem tor the pub110 
school. 
The Oatholic schools have been or1t101zed rather 
severely on th1s point. However, the present att1tude ot 
the Oatholio offioials 1s based on tae faot \hat they are 
not equ1pped to handle problGID ch1ldren. Special programs, 
oounsellors, sohool psyohologists, and other alds, oost 
money and the catholl0 layman ls already bearing a double 
burden support1ng both publio and Oatholl0 schools, At 
the preeent t1me 1t would be diff1cult to au hlm to glve 
more. 
In the annual report at the General SUperinten-
dent of the Chioago Publlc Schools for the year 1957, a 
discusslon of the sohool 8181;em in the Chioago area is pre-
sented. 2 In the flrst two or three yea.rs var1ou8 oomm11;-
t.e., appointed by the SUper1ntendent, made rather wlde-
spread 01'1 tloal anallses of the present school system. Some 
ot their tlndlngs wl1l be presented hftre along wlth the 
struoture and funot10n of the school system ltself. 
90 
In 1955 aporox1mately elghty pel' cent ot the 
ellglble youth ln the olty were enrolled ln the publlc hlgh 
schools. 1he remalnlng portlon were el ther ln the Oatho-
110 SChools 01' were not enrolled ln any school. In 1956 
a total ot 472,093 chlldren were ln the elementary schools 
and ln the hlgh schools. In the hlgh schools alone the 
number reached 105,186. There are, as of December, 1957, 
366 elementary schools and 41 hlgh schools. In the way ot 
specla1 schools, a total ot 8,091 attend schools tor the 
physlcal1y handlcapped and the socla11y maladjusted. !here 
are elght readlng c1inlcs tor those who need speclal help. 
A readlng and arltnmetlc cllnlc ls aval1able ln every 
school distrlct during the ~er. 
The general divlslon ot the school system today 
is the elementary school with grades one to six, the junior 
high school which encompasses grades seven and eight~ and 
the high school proper. In the elementary school subjeot 
matter requires further experlmentation. A program ot 
test~ng which identities the abilities and interests and 
needs of each child is given. 
One of' the biggest probl ems faolng the public 
schools is increased enrollment. But the challenge is 
greatest in the upper elementary grades where the needs 
ot the adolescents are great and where both the average and 
retarded pupils tend to be grouped. To oftset this to some 
r 
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extent, upper elementary grade centers are belng esta-
bllshed on the basls ot abillty where only ohildren ln the 
upper grades ot proven ability would attend. Special 
oourses would be ottered. By limiting to some extent the 
subject areas tor which the teacher has responsibility, it 
would be possible to have teachers with greater depth ot 
preparation. The upper elementary grade oenter could make 
it possible to aooommodate the older student, those new to 
the oity, those with little eduoation and foundation and 
put him among youths ot his own age and physioal and soolal 
maturity in classes ot appropriate eduoational level. 
At the present time the program of eduoation in 
the sohools is oonoeived as having three components: the 
program of studies; oo-ourrioular learning opportunities; 
and servioes whioh include guidanoe, library, pysohologi-
oal, and health servioes. Speol~l emphasis is being-plaoed 
upon scienoe and mathematios, and also English. The four 
basic ideas underlying the eduoational system are the goal 
ot the maximum development ot the potential of each child, 
a beliet in the worth and dignity of the individual, the 
right ot all to a high school eduoation, and the taot that 
1ndividuals ditfer. 
Most of the above information 1s meant to be 
general and introductory. It has come direotly trom the 
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brochure 1ssued by the Board 01' Educat10n. 3 Adm1ttedly, 
a proper evaluation cannot be based on the 1ntormat10n pre-
sented here. However, the very tact 01' committees trying 
to evaluate present methods of educat10n should Show that 
the school admin1strators in the Oh1cago area are well a-
ware 01' the many problems tacing the schools today. The 
dominant theme through all the pamphlets trom the sohool 
board 1s that the tradit10nal academic program ot stud1es 
taught by the trad1t10nal methods was appropr1ate tor a 
select group and 1ts tlmes, but such an academ1c program 
1s no longer su1table tor the large number 1n the more 
diverse group now 1n school and for these present times. 
Th$y want flexibility 1n plaoement in aocordanoe w1th the 
cont1nu1ng development and achievement of each individual. 
At th1s point it is well to repeat that it is not 
the writer's 1ntention to critic1ze the fundamental ~hilo­
sophy of education prevalent in the publio schools in 
Chicago. SUoh or1tic1sm, 11' needed, 1s outs1de the scope 
01' the present work. fbat th1s criticism 1s needed, both 
tor the pub110 and the Catholic sohool system, cannot be 
denied. But any critio must be conversant with the field 
01' education in order to assess oorreotly the value 01' the 
present educational systems in the City. Muoh of what has 
Seeking Quality in Education", Annual 
~ ____ ~ SUperintendent g! lh! Chicago pUblIc 
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been reported above oan be oontroverslal, tor example, the 
statement that the tradltlonal aoademl0 program ls obsolete 
today. 
Before presentlng the tlve types ot hlgh sohools 
ln the Chloago publlc sohool system, lt would be well to 
polnt out the lndireot methods of dellnquenoy preventlon 
now at hand ln the publl0 schools. Probably the most im-
portant ot these lsthe u~raded olass, or as lt ls some-
tlmes referred to, the speolal oourses for the slower 
ohlldren. In thls sltuatlon the school reoognlzes that the 
youth ls handioapped. The adverse pressure that mlght be 
present lt the child was made to oompete wlth those ln hls 
age level ls gone. 1'hls ls undoubtedly a step ln the rlght 
dlreotlon. By taklng the ohlldren who are two or three 
years behlnd and glving them special tralning along with 
those of similar abillties, the feellng ot lnterlorl~1 is 
dlmini shed. 
The publio schools are not faoed wlth the same 
flnanclal problems that the Catholl0 schools have. Oon-
sequently, the publl0 sohools are better equlpped in the 
matter of counsellors and psyohologists, an important step 
ln the dlrectlon of a good dellnquency prevention program. 
The reading c11nios and the speoial teaohers are also needed. 
Some of the defiolencies ln the publl0 sohools 
whlch seem to oontrlbute to the rlse of dellnquenoy are 
r 
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dlttloult to establlsh oonoluslvely. Tne ohlet orltlolsm 
trom many parents ls the laok ot fundamental rellglous and 
moral tralnlng ln the olass~oom. Many teaohers lndlreotly 
make attempts to lnouloate moral prlnolples. But thls lssue 
has to be resolved on another plane, namely ln the oourts 
ot our oountry_ Thls does not mean, however, that brlnglng 
religlon back lnto the publl0 sohool olassroom wlll auto-
matlcally prevent Juvenlle dellnquenoy or even necessarlly 
reduoe lt to any great degree. 
Another frequent orltlolsm leveled at the sohools 
by varlous teachers and one whloh, lt valld, has muoh to 
do wlth dellnquenoy, ls the absence of' dlsclpllne ln the 
olassroom. A valld questlon would be to inqulre Whether 
the tradltlonal methods ot d1s01pllne have been reJeoted 
along wlth the tradltlonal aoadem10 programs. In thls 
matter 1t must be polnted out tha,t very f'ew people are oom-
petent to Judge the state ot disoipline in the sohools to-
day_ In the Chioago area, the author has talked to many 
publl0 sohool teaohers who malntaln that they have oontrol 
over thelr lndivldual olasses. But lt seems the teaoher 
ls always to blame it a olass is unoontrollable. 
Tnere 1s an undeniable ourrent ot rebelllon and 
dlsrespect in ma.ny of' the sohools in Chicago, both publl0 
and prlvate. !he basls questlon that needs thorough In-
vestlgation ln the sohools today is not whether the teaohers 
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disoipline the problem olasses, but ~ they disoipline 
them. As has been pointed out by several psyohologists, a 
quiet class is not neoessarily a well-disoiplined olass. 
The youths may be quiet just so they will not be kept after 
sohool, or beoause they are too tired to oause trouble. 
The whole question of disoipline in the olassroom 
needs further researoh. It is as muoh a psyohologioal prob-
lem as it is so010logical. Consequently, it will suftice 
to oall attention to it in passing and point out its rela-
tionship to the whole problem of delinquenoy prevention. If 
the sohools oan disoover a working method ot mainta1ning 
disoipline that is not an extreme position, that is. the 
mean between the terroristio method on one hand and the 
gentle persuasive approaoh on the other, the problem ot 
Juvenile orime will probably diminish notioeably. 
One ot the ohief indir~ct methods the publio sohool 
system has to prevent delinquenoy is the various types ot 
sohools. There are five difterent types of high sohools 
in Ohioago based rather generally on the division of aoa-
demio and non-aoademio oourses ottered. Another way of 
distinguishing would be oollege preparatory high sohools 
and those wh:l.oh are not. A boy who is not interested in 
the striot aC(ldemli~:~()ursfts in sohool oan enter school 
where courses other than academio are otfered. Such a boy, 
if he were kept in an environment of aoademio sohoolwork, 
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oou1d possibly, beoause ot his disinterest, become a seri-
our behavior problem. Here, too, is another area tor 
further researoh. A suggestion tor suoh an investigation 
will be otfered in the next ohapter. 
The first type ot high sohool is oal1ed the 
general high sohool. It oan be oollege preparatory or it 
oan be terminal. Most of the youths who attend college 
come from the general high sohoo1. It has a basic liberal 
arts program, with exploratory experience in the vooational 
fields. The ourrioulum is made up of English, sooial 
studies, mathematios, science, foreign languages. eommer-
oial studies, art, musio, industrial arts, and home eoono-
mics. In order to graduate, thirty-six oredits are re-
quired, twenty of whioh are eleotives. The general over-
all purpose at the high sohool program is to give prepara-
tion for oi tizensbip,adJustmentto ohange, and prino'iples 
that will help tor better living. 
From a somewhat oursory examination of tour hund-
red files in the oourt library, the author found that very 
tew ot the youths were attending the general high Bohool 
when they were apprehended. This should not be interpreted 
to mean that the other sohools are at fault for the high 
rate of delinquenoy. But it does show preoise1y where the 
preventive program might be oonoentrated. 
The seoond type ot hlgh sohoo1 is the teohnioal 
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high sohool. The emphasls here Is on hand orafts, wl th 
speolal Importanoe plaoed on mathematlos and the solenoes. 
It Is also oollege preparatory, but only In the teohnloal 
flelds. 
The next type of sohool Is the vooational sohool. 
These are operatlve on both the prlmary and seoondary levels. 
The purpose ot the vooational sohool Is to prepare the stu-
dent tor employment in the various trades and vooatlons. 
It Is not meant to be oollege preparatory, but rather pre-
pares the boy or glrl for a speolflo plaoe In buslness or 
in the Industrial eoonomy. The basio subjeots inolude 
Engllsh, mathematios, general soience, hlstory, and varlous 
shops. The Idea ot vooatlonal eduoatlon Is Integratlon of 
all sohool subJeots and aotlvltles In a fUnotlonal program 
for aotlve living. 
The vooational program Is Important beoauf\!e It 
plaoes more dlreot empbaa1a on the value ot selt-expresslon. 
selt-dlrection, personality adjustment, and purposeful aotl-
vlty. Slnoe thls Is the last tormal sohoollng tor many of 
the youths, the Implantlng of these values take on more 
importanoe. Vooatlonal preparation Is learning whloh may 
be used tor praotioal 11ving. In every type of high sohool 
in Ohloago, emphasls is supposed to be plaoed on two thlngs, 
flrst, how to live happl1y In a dynam~c SOCiety, and second, 
how to earn a llvlng. Whether thls Is done or not Is a 
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question that needs further investigation. 
Not everyone agrees with the above stated philO-
sophy ot eduoation dominant 1n the Chioago PUblic School 
system. The elements ot John Dewey's pragmatic philosophy 
stand out boldly. Again, here, a vast tield ot needed re-
search presents itselt. How much present delinquency is 
directly or indirectly traceable to the modern philosophy 
ot education? Is progressive eduoation in reality the 
underlying oause ot much delinquenoy? It will take experts 
in the fields ot delinquency and eduoational psycholoSY to 
answer these questions. But there is little doubt that 
these questions need answering it the proper role of the 
school in delinquenoy prevent10n is to be determined. 
The vocational school is not an institution tor 
incorreigibles, truants, or students unable to graduate. It 
is designed prinoipally for normal boys and girls who, 
through illness, nomadic school experienoes, overage, early 
maturity, or slow progress, are out of adjustment in the 
trad1tional elementary or secondary school. 
It is unfortunate that the vo~~tlonal schools 
bear the brunt of the oritioiam. levelled at sOhools. '!hey 
get the worst elements trom the general schools on the as-
sumpt10n that the problem student is a problem beoause he 
is not interested in aoademic e'duoatlon. All too otten the 
problem only gets worse at the vocational school. What 
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mlght be needed ln ahloaso ls a system slml1ar to that ln 
New York oonoernlng the classlfloatlon of oertaln sohools 
8S "problem" sohools. But to send all dlffloult cases to 
the vooatlonal or trade sohools ls to aggravate an already 
troubl ed area. 
~e fourth type of sohool ls the trade school. 
It 18 an extenslon of vocatlonal educatlon lnto supple-
mentary tralnlng of hlghly skll1ed oraftsmen. Employers, 
labor groups, and the publl0 sohools cooperate ln a Jolnt 
endeavor. The trade school represents an alllanoe between 
the school and lndustry. 'lbe plan, ln addltlon to pro-
vldlng lntenslve tralning in oocupatlonal skills wlth the 
necessary related lnstruction, alms at the development of 
satlsfactory work attltudes and olvic oompetenoe. After 
the boy beoomes an apprentloe ln a trade, he ls requlred 
to attend sohool one day a week. The prerequlslte te enter 
a trade school i, that the youth be a hlgh sohool graduate. 
'lbe last type of school is the oontinuatlon 
sohool. It also funotlons at both the elementary and high 
sohool levels. Students, aooord1ng to the law of Illlnols 
must rema1n in full tlme attendanoe unt11 the1r s1xteenth 
b1rthday. Atter that t1me they may d1soontlnue tull t1me 
attendanoe, but they are obllged to attend a continuat10n 
sohool one day a week for a period of e1ght hours until 
the1r seventeenth birthday. The a1m of the oontlnuatlon 
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sohool is to encourage the students to return to school 
and graduate, either in day sohool or nlght sohool. For 
those who do not wish to return, the purpose is preparation 
tor a general work level and a social awareness 01' good 
citizenship. Various praotical oourses are ottered. A 
full time plaoement oounsellor arranges employment oppor-
tunities tor all students. 4 
In a study by this author trom Ootober, 1957. to 
Maroh, 1958, it was tound that 925 boys, all sixteen years 
01' age, were reterred to the court tor some delinquent act. 
!his intormation was taken tram. the t11es ot the Family 
Court 01' Cook County. Forty-five per oent attended school 
full t1me. Twenty-three per oent attended some torm 01' 
oont1nuation sohool. The remaining one-third should have 
been in sohool full time or in a oontinuation sohool. How-
ever, none 01' them. attended. SUch intormation point. to 
the need tor more striot supervision by school authorities 
a.nd the courts. 
In all the high sohools and grade sohools there 
are various soola1 and athlet1c extracurr10ular activities. 
All the children are enoouraged to take part in them. All 
the sohools are expeoted to have adequate medical tacili-
ties w1th a nurse in attendanoe at least two days a week. 
4 Iooatlonal Education in the Chioaso publiC 
SchOOls, February, 19~5. -- ---
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In terms of the ph7s1oal plant, the b1ggest s1ngl e prob-
lem 1s overcrowd1ng, a problem that 1s slowly be1ng worked 
out. 5 
~.re are in Ch1cago bes1des the general h1gh 
sohools and grade schools, t1ve vooat1onal h1gh sohools, 
one trade and vooat10nal high school, and one comme~1al 
h1gh sohool. There are seven vocat10nal elementary sohools. 
At present, there are two cont1nuation schools. Also under 
the Jurisd1cat10n of the school system is Mont1t10re. 
At the present time in Ch1oago, only sixty per 
oent ot our high sohool students finish their sohool work 
and reoe1ve their d1ploma. The statistioal rate ot drop-
outs and withdrawals oontorms to the national pattern. How-
ever, eduoators and sociologists must study the reasons 
why students drop out at school and take steps to remedy 
the situation. As was pointed o~t by Joseph D. Lohms:n, 
Sheriff ot Oook Oounty and a nationally known penologist 
and crim1nologist, the delinquenoy problem today is among 
the youth who drop out ot sohool. 
The purpose ot this ohapter was not to point out 
the def1oienoies 1n our sohool systems 1n Chicago. The 
author hoped to po1nt out that 1n order to oombat suooess-
5 "We Bu1ld Seek1ng Qua11ty 1n ~cat10n", Annual 
Repgrt .21 the General Super1ntendent 2! l!l! Ch1 cagO Il!.'§!!2. §ohools, 1 '§'ST. 
~I 
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tully juvenile delinquenoy by means of the sohool, it is 
neoessary to find out if the sohool system in Ch1oago 1s 
adequately establ1Shed to meet the ohallenge 1t faces 1n 
education. It is neoessary to re-exam1ne the basic philo-
sophy of eduoation, and make the appropriate ohanges 1n our 
methods. 
CHAPTER VI 
SUGGESTIONS FOR FURTHER RESm\ROH 
In the oourse 0 l' preparing thi s work, it beoame 
inoreasingly obvious that many of the areas investigated 
by the writer needed a much more detailed and intensive 
investigation. Of the vast quantlty of llterature dis-
oussing the relation of the school to the problem of Juve-
nile delinquenoy, it was found that relatively little 
statistical dooumentation was given to support the various 
theories advanced or suggestions offered. It is true that 
few oonolusions of solld value can be reached on the basis 
of a sample of only one hundred students, but in the mind 
of the writer. if the attention of other lnvestigators can 
1 be direoted to :worthwhile areas of investigation, at least 
" 
his seoondary pu:rpose in undertaking the work will be ful-
filled. It is with this thought in mind that the writer 
will attempt to p01nt out speoifio topios that requlre 
much more thorough lnvestigat10n. 
Such investigation is necessary if any worth-
while effort is to be made to establish a working program 
of delinquenoy prevention. Of oourse, it Should be remem-
bered that the primary purpose of the sohool ls not to 
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detect tuture dellnquents, but, 11' on the bas1s of behavior 
manifested 1n the normal sohool life, a ahild does eXh1b1t 
tendencies that oan be even partially oonstrued as poten. 
tially dangerous, then it should be the obl1gatlon of the 
school authorities to dlreot the youth toward a propel' re-
habilitat10n. 1hls wll1 require a program of educatlng 
the olassroom teaoher to recognize the disturbed ch1ld slnoe 
it 1s the teacher who has direot daily contact with the 
ohild. It is frequently thought that the reason why teaohers 
do not direct these emotionally disturbed youths to the 
propel' sources 1s the fact that remedial sources do not 
aotually exist in rea11ty. Unfortunately this is true 1n 
some of the sohools. It 1s poss1ble that teachers are una-
ware 01' the aYa1l8,bll1 ty 01' speCial adjustment programs or 
the ava1lability 01' counsellors and psycholog1sts. However, 
the reason in taot, that potent,ial youthful ottenders are 
not glven proper direct10n 1s that these ch1ldren are not 
reoogn1zed a.s ottenders untll they a.otUE!.lly are classifIed 
as suoh by the Courts. For example,. it 1s obYlous that 
physioal v10lence toward a teacher 1n the classroom 1s a 
part1cular11 serious act and leaves llttle doubt that the 
youth 1s a potentIal source at traubl e, However, a nagrant 
act 01' disrespect might also be an 1ndication 01' complete 
d1sregard tor authori t1, !hUB, the f1rst step 1n establ1sh .. 
1ng the school as a suocessfu.l roadblock in the progress 01' 
105 
juvenl1 e crime ls to educate the teachers to lnterpret the 
behavlor patterns manlfested by the youths. 
Thls suggestlon leads to another. It was shown 
ln the thlrd and tourth Chapters that the behavlor pattern 
ln school of many adjudged de11nquents was very poor. '!'hus, 
there ls a seemlng connectlon between school conduct and 
future difflcu1 ty w1 th the po11ce. Now it is not sutti-
oient to stop here but a more thorough investigat10n ot 
th1s school mlsbehavior must be made. A detalled 11st of 
vlo1atlons must eventually be drawn up 80 that the teaoher 
has some sort ot oheck list. For example. disrespeot for 
authority should rank h1gh as an indlcatlon ot future 
trouble. But is must be determ1ned how many tlmes the 
youth ls detiant, how many people he is dlsrespeotfu1 to, 
what his reaot10n ls to oorrectlon and other details. It 
wl11 be necessary and useful to i~tervlew youths already 
adjudged delinquent to learn the attitude they have toward 
school. All such intormation should be analyzed and inter-
preted in statistloal torm so that it oan be oompared trom 
year to year. At this point it is necessary to state that 
any study ot this nature should have a control group ot 
non-delinquent youths. The findlngs take on much more 
slgnlfioance when thls ls done. 
Another area that needs more deta.l1ed 1nvestiga-
tion and has been neg1eoted in the past ls the area ot 
'I 
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scholastic achievement. It 1s asswned too often rather 
then proved that the del1nquent youth 1s below average 
elther in oapaoity of actual result. Th1s oonolusion would 
tend to d1rect the teaoher to suspect more trouble trom the 
dull er youths of the olass. However, thi s assumpt10n oan-
not be made without adequate proof, espec1ally over a period 
of time. It 1s true that there have been studies made oom-
paring the Intelligence Quotient soores of the delinquent 
and non-delinquent.. What is needed now is some obJeotive 
measuring standard of evaluat1ns the actual sohool records 
of these youths. 
On the subjects ot retardation and truancy. more 
adequate work is needed to understand the underlying causes 
of these phenomena. Not every truant youth 113 on the road 
to delinquenoy. What is 1mportant 113 to f1nd out why the 
youth is truant. Thls imp11es an investigation of mo-
tives and theretore, 1s a task for the psychologist as well 
as the sooiolog1st. 
As a oorollary of th1s 1nvestigation ot truanoy, 
a thorough study should be made ot the funct10n ot the 
truant ott1cer and the value ot h1s work. Another question 
should be the best method ot dea11ng w1th chron1c truants. 
Th1s could be done by a lengthy study over a period of 
years of the success of the Parental School ln Ch1cago .. 
Another suggested toplc for researoh is an inves-
I 
1 
I 
I. 
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t1gation of the present methods used by the Courts to 
obta1n 1nformation from sohool officials. On the basis of 
this work, it is the author's oonc1usion that an entirely 
new form Should be put into c1roulation, a form that re-
qu1res speoif1c answers to speoifio questions. It is 
further suggested that the teaoher of the youth f111 out 
the report and not the prinoipa1. 
Another very useful topio for researoh would be 
a comprehensive survey of all statistical literature, espe-
cially in the educational and psyohologioal periodioa1s, 
whioh dea13 with the topio of the sohool and th(i) malad-
justed Child. SUch a survey would open many more fields 
of investigation along with those presented above. 
EDWARD J. NERAD 4JM"""l: ........ v ........ "". .....--- --_.· .. C 2246 )i:OOSEVELT ROAD 
Itbicago (8). Jllinois 
CONFIDENTIAL REPORT 
TELEPHONE SE .. ley 8 - 2300 
RALPH J. RILEY 
CI-I/!:F AOMINISTRATOR 
In re 
Name .............................................................................. Address 
Case No ................. Date of hearing in Family Court .......................................................... , 19........ .. .................... M. 
The Principal of the school which the above named child last attended is asked to furnish for the Court's 
assistance information as suggested below. 
To the Teacher: Your co-operation In making i 
thl s report as complete as possl ble will 
Probation Officer 
greatly fadll tate the work of Ute Court In Date of Birth ........................ .. Verified YesD How? ................ .. 
making a plan for the child NoD ............................ .. 
Date of Enrollment ............................................. . 
Attendance: Sati.factory 0 Unaatiafactory::J 
Dates of unexcused absences this school year ........................................................................................................................................ .. 
SCHOLARSHIP CLASSROOM HABITS AND ATTITUDES, 
From ............................ To ................................. . 
E. G F u 
Hours In School per Day: Is a good worker • • • • . • • 
Grade Subject Mark Follows directions Has good health habits 
Gets along well wi th others .. 
Accepts responsibility 
Has good study habits 
Uses ability to roncentrate 
Has good manual coordination 
E - Excellent G - Good F - Fair U - Unsatisfacto ry 
INTELLIGENCE AND ACHIEVEMENT TESTS: IF SEEN BY BUREAU OF CHILD STUDY INDICATE 
RESUL TS OF TESTS & RECOMMENDATIONS 
REMEDIAL MEASIJRES TAKEN 
PROGRAM CHANGES 
CONFERENCES 
REFERRAL TO 
OTHER 
AREA IN WHICH CHILD EXCELS 
HOME CONDITIONS 
Date __________ _ 
Principal 
School 
APPEN'DIX B 
FORM SHEET USED TO MAKE ANALYSIS OF SOHOOL RECORD OF 100 
YOUTHS APPEaRING IN FAMILY COURT 
FORM SHEET S'l'UDY 
-
Name 
Address 
Age 
Sex 
SChool 
Gra.de 
I. Q. 
Remarks: 
Race 
Birthday 
Date ot Disposal 
Court. Number 
Religion 
Neighborhood 
Other Sohools 
Mathematics 
Disposition 
Parents 
Home 
Spelling 
Complaint Date Time 
JJe.te Previous Compla.ints 
Remarks: 
Dispos1 tlon 
Date of School Record 
Drop-out 
Truancy Record 
Deportment 
Number of Failures 
Retardation 
Reason for Retardation 
School Transfer 
Remarks: 
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Scholarship 
Character Appraisal 
SUbJeot Failed 
Reason tor Failure in SUbJ ec 
Attitude toward School 
Attitude toward Teachers 
APPENDIX 0 
PREDIOTING POTENTIAL DELINQUENTS 
In a synopsized article in one ot the University 
of Ohicago's annual yearbooks, Protessor William Kvaraoeue 
outlines a general plan Whioh will help teaohers in reoog-
niz1ng some ot the indioations ot potential antisoc1al be-
havior in their studenta. 1 
1) Feels dissat1sfact1on w1th sohool 
1s unsuccessful in academic work and sohool 
s1tuations 
shows l1ttle aoadem1c aptitude 
has repeated several grades 
transfers frequently trom sohool to sohool 
plans to qu1t sohool as soon as law p~rmlts 
2) Frequently 1s truant 
3) Belongs to no supervised recreational agenoy 
4) Has unaat1stacto~1 home oond1t10ns 
oomes from an a tJpical or broken home" 
haa a. mother who is employed 
lives in a family 1n Which oonflicts abound 
5) Lives in a hlgh dellnquency area 
lives in a poverty stricken or marg1nal home 
11ves ln overcrowded oondltions 
has ohanged res1dences trequently 
6) Feels rejected in home, school and ne1ghbor-
hood 
1 Wll1l.BJB Kvaraoeu.s, "1be Role ot the Admin1strator 
in Relation to Juven1le Delinquenoy", Un1versitz ot Ch1cago 
Fort:(-Seventh Yearbook, I (1948), Pl'. 130-131. -
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